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 It is Christ whom we proclaim,  
 admonishing everyone and teaching  
 everyone with all wisdom, that we  
 may present everyone perfect in  
 Christ. 
    — Colossians 1:28b 



Celebrating over a Century of 
Faith and Education 

 

St. Barbara Parish is a Roman Catholic community 
celebrating a century of faith in the Bridgeport area.  
Our faith community welcomes all people, helping them 
grow spiritually through liturgy, prayer, and education, 
and socially through activities for all ages.  Our school 
takes great pride in fostering these values in our 
children.  We give witness to our faith by sharing with 
each other our God-given gifts and talents.  We nourish 
and sustain our faith as a family by celebrating the 
sacraments and the presence of the risen Lord among us 
in the Eucharist. 

 
ST. BARBARA PARISH CARNIVAL LUAU 2019 

 
Our fifth and final St. Barbara’s Parish carnival is in the books.  We hope, with Father Li’s blessing, we can 
continue to make the carnival bigger and better as we form a parish with our new sister church, St. Therese.   
We at St. Barbara have had a tough year and why should the carnival be any different?  We fell short of our 
budgeted goal of $30,000; we netted a profit of approximately $17,481.70.    I think we can blame Mother Na-
ture for this one.  Last year it was sweltering hot and this year it was cold and rainy.  Even with the weather, 
some braved the cold and rain and came out and joined us.  For that we thank you.  We understand; who wants 
to drink beer when it is 50 degrees outside?  We even sold coffee to keep people warm.    
As we do every year, we thank our family for playing a huge role in the carnival.  Your help is appreciated 
more than you will ever know.  Hugs and kisses to you all.  We know we can always count on your help.  We 
are glad we have a big family. It takes a lot of volunteers to make a carnival work.  We hope that, with the 
joining of St. Barbara and St. Therese, we will gain a lot more volunteers.  
We want to thank the dedicated people who gave their time and volunteered to help in the kitchen and in the 
booths.  No amount of hands are ever enough.  The more the hands, the smoother things run.  Thank you to 
our committees for setting up and taking down tents and the stage, buying prizes, cooking, preparing and serv-
ing the food, selling pull-tabs, running bingo, making signs, laminating them and hanging them up, and log-
ging raffle returns. Thank you to the security team that kept us safe and trouble-free.  Heartfelt thanks to the 
counting team, working the tedious hours of counting money.    
Thanks to the people who helped behind the scenes to make this year’s carnival a success once again; maybe 
we didn’t make as much money as we wanted to raise, but we still made a profit.    
Most of all, thank you to our sponsors, donors, angel donors and well-wishers; we couldn’t have done it with-
out your support.  Thank you to those that bought their split the pot tickets.  
Thank you to all who came out and spent some time with us at St. Barbara Parish’s Carnival Luau 2019.  I 
wish it were nice enough to feel that luau theme and wear a grass skirt instead of a sweatshirt and rain poncho, 
but it is what it is.  The weather is the only thing we can’t control.  It is always nice to see some old friendly 
familiar faces along with the many new ones.  The carnival continues to grow and succeed in bringing us all 
together as a community.   
Finally, thank you to Fr. Arthur and Fr. Andrzej for keeping their trust in us and allowing us to continue to 
have a carnival.  We could have used some more prayers for good weather.  Father Li, you need to start pray-
ing for nicer weather now.   
You can send comments and suggestions to StBarbaraCarnival@gmail.com or drop them in the collection bas-
ket to our attention.  
 
Wendy Kaput and Denise Holland 
2019 Carnival Chairladies 

WE WELCOME YOU  
Seeking a parish? 
A spiritual family? 
A place to pray, deepen your faith, or serve others? 
 

If so, our hearts and doors are open to you!  We 
thank God for sending you.  Please introduce your-
self to either Fr. Francis, Fr. Lukas or Fr. Andrzej 
after Mass.  



   
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK  

Thanks  
I was blessed to be part of the Holy Name Society’s monthly meeting on Friday, July 12th, and the seniors’ bi-weekly 
gathering on Tuesday, July 16th, at St. Barbara. Thank YOU all for your warm welcome and hospitality. 
 
Thanks to Chris Lowe for taking the lead for the Parish Picnic on July 14th, to Daniel Rak for being our driver, and to all 
who helped with cooking, setting up and cleaning up. Above all, thank God for a beautiful day. Our honored guests real-
ly enjoyed our hospitality and the time spent with our community. Below are a few photos which might offer you a 
glance of the day we shared with one another. 

Hospitality and Contemplation 
 

Today’s readings invite us to reflect on and practice the importance of hospitality and contemplation. I mentioned the ex-
ample of Abraham and Sarah’s hospitality to the three strangers in my last weekend’s sharing. It happens that this story is 
today’s first reading. At all the staff meetings in the last three weeks, we shared the significance of hospitality in our 
Church and ministries. One staff member shared that when people come to a new church, in two minutes they know if 
they want to come back or not. When they experience hospitality, they want to return. Our faith community is known for 
being hospitable. I encourage you to continue to share this wonderful virtue with all who come to our Church and all we 
encounter.   
In the Gospel story, Jesus also encourages us all to practice contemplation. It is necessary to have Martha, who represents 
the need for service, but also it is indispensible to be Mary, who represents our prayers and contemplation. “Martha, Mar-
tha, you are anxious and worried about many things. There is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part and 
it will not be taken away from her.”  
In his book <<New Seeds of Contemplation>>, Thomas Merton wisely wrote the following for our insights and nourish-
ment:  

A tree gives glory to God by being a tree. For in being what God means it to be it is obeying [God]. It “consents,” 
so to speak, to [God's] creative love. It is expressing an idea which is in God and which is not distinct from the 
essence of God, and therefore a tree imitates God by being a tree.  



Activities This Week 
Sun., July 21 - Chinatown Summer Fair; 9:00 am -  
              7:00 pm 
Tues., July 23 - SS. Barbara and Therese Staff Mtg.; 
                          10:30 am 

 
HOLY NAME NEWS 

 
At our last Holy Name meeting, the fol-
lowing “100 Club” winners were chosen:  

1st prize: Tony F.; 2nd prize: Tony F.; 3rd prize: 
Bismark; 4th prize: Christine; 5th prize:  Bill W.  
Our 6th Annual Car Show will be held on Saturday, 
August 17th, from 1:00 - 7:00 pm.  Due to the band’s 
contract, the 5:00 pm Mass will be changed to 4:00 
pm for that day only.  
We will also be holding a Car Show on Saturday, 
August 31st, to benefit the veterans.  This car show 
will be held at the Bridgeport VFW Post, 3202 S. 
May Street.    
Split-the-pot tickets are on sale from the ushers in 
back of church. 

Fr. Andrzej and Delia 
Winner of 6 Months Free 

Bingo - $768 

 
Maria—$500 

Coverall 

This Thursday is 
Christmas in July  
Bingo!  Join us for an 
evening of fun, prizes 
and surprises. 

B-3266 

We have the choice of two identities: the external mask which seems to be real...and the hidden, inner person 
who seems to us to be nothing, but who can give himself eternally to the truth in whom he subsists. (295) 
Our vocation is not simply to be, but to work together with God in the creation of our own life, our own identi-
ty, our own destiny....To work out our identity in God.  
Our vocation is not simply to be, but to work together with God in the creation of our own life, our own identi-
ty, our own destiny....To work out our identity in God.  
We thank Him less by words than by the serene happiness of silent acceptance. It is our emptiness in the pres-
ence of His reality, our silence in the presence of His infinitely rich silence, our joy in the bosom of the serene 
darkness in which His light holds us absorbed, it is all this that praises Him.  
Do not look for rest in any pleasure, because you were not created for pleasure: you were created for spiritual 
joy. And if you do not know the difference between pleasure and spiritual joy you have not yet begun to live.  
The humble man takes whatever there is in the world that helps him to find God and leaves the rest aside.   

The story of Martha and Mary should inspire us all to practice hospitality and contemplation in our everyday disciple-
ship.   
As we look forward to celebrate Chinatown Summer Fair this Sunday, our parish will be ready to offer Church Tours 
and showcase our ministries and meanwhile work for a successful fundraiser. Please extend our SS. Barbara and 
Therese warm hospitality to all our visitors.  
 
Peace 
 
Fr. Francis 

HOLY COMMUNION  
If you find it difficult to walk to the front 
of the Church to receive Holy Commun-
ion, please notify one of the ushers before 
Mass that you would like a Eucharistic 
Minister to bring Communion to you.   

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS  
Effective immediately, the rectory will be open on 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 8:00 
am to 4:00 pm.  The rectory will be closed on  
Thursdays. 



7/21/19 
Christ Sets Us Free from Anxiousness  

 
Between morning mass and a staff meeting last week,  Fr. Lukas and I were able to sneak in a bike ride through Bridge-
port and Chinatown.   
About ½ way through our trip, Fr. Lukas’ bike got jammed and stopped working. 
Instead of freaking out, we simply turned the bike upside down, jointly analyzed the 
situation, made a few adjustments and then successfully fixed the problem. Even 
though our hands were full of grease, we headed off for some breakfast.   
During this seemingly tense moment, our conversation sustained its focus on evange-
lization efforts in Bridgeport and Chinatown.    
Thank you Jesus for gifting us with this unique opportunity to collaboratively con-
duct research and development on evangelization while biking!    
 
Today’s Gospel reading from St. Luke reminds us to put busyness, anxiousness and 
worry aside for a moment and allow the Holy Spirit to guide us as we build commu-
nity, inspire witness and make disciples.   
 
Here is an important question to reflect on this week:  Does our spirit resemble that 
of Martha, filled with ‘what if’s’, or is it more like that of Mary, who let go of fear, 
embracing a faith in our Lord?  
 
When we approach those who do not know Jesus, please realize that they are sizing up our spirit more than the words we 
speak. I believe that this is the core lesson from today’s Gospel for the future of evangelization in our community.     
 
Today, as we prepare food, sing songs, clean garbage, or run a booth during the Chinatown summer fair, let’s follow the 
example of Mary who trusted Jesus.  We are called to act with kindness, magnanimity and benevolence to all who we 
encounter.    
 
Tom Howard  

Hospitality  
This past weekend I had company at my house.  Before my friend came, I did all the usual things: cleaning, getting food 
in the house, and preparing to pick Suzie up at the airport and planning to take her back for her return trip.  It made for 
added things to do this week, but I was glad to have her with me.  I do not have company very often.   
The first reading and the Gospel talk about hospitality.  Jesus visited the family of Martha and Mary.  It seems that this 
was one of Jesus’ favorite places to stay.  Martha seems to be the kind of person that does the cooking, organizing, and 
any of the usual things needed for someone preparing for a special person to come and visit. Mary, Martha’s sister, was 
present with Jesus  ̶  listening, paying attention and carrying on conversations with Him.  Martha complains about her 
sister’s lack of help.  Jesus tells her “Mary has chosen the better part.”  All of Martha’s effort and care are seen by Jesus 
but Jesus still says, “Mary has chosen the better part.”  
It seems that hospitality is more than cooking and cleaning.  For Jesus, listening, paying attention, and being with the 
visitor is worth more to Him. Perhaps Mary is so busy that she forgets or is not aware of the importance of being present.   
Jesus wants the relationship to be the main thing.  Jesus wants Martha to also experience how much Jesus cares for her.  
He knows how Martha tries to show care.  He wants the “More” Mary has found.  He wants the intimacy, the presence, 
the listening, and the conversation that Mary is involved in at His feet.  
It is easy for us to be “busy about many things.”  When we pray, it is human to be distracted.  When we live our daily 
lives, it is easy to put prayer aside until we finish things.  It is easy to say, “I have to do….” which is more important 
than go to Mass today.”  When we have those sacred times, when Jesus is with us in Holy Communion, it is easy to take 
this opportunity for granted.  The gift of the Eucharist and receiving the Holy Eucharist is a special time of intimacy, 
conversation, and hospitality for us and Jesus.  It is part of why we have the gift of the Eucharist.  Jesus wants to be with 
us, come to us, listen to us, and show His care for us.  Be the person, like Mary, who has chosen “the better part.” 
 
 
Sr. Caritas 



Saturday, July 20 - Vigil of the Sixteenth Sunday in 
                                                                 Ordinary Time 
  5:00 p.m. + Kenneth Dunkle (Geri Urbanczyk) 
                  + Craig Gordon (Geri Urbanczyk) 
                  + Jimmy Annoreno (Family) 
                 Wedding Blessings: Katherine Ann Watt and 
                                              Jared Tevis (Bill and Family) 
                  Divine Mercy for All (C. Kisielente Family) 
Sunday, July 21 - The Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary     
                                                                                  Time 
  6:00 a.m. + Martha Sharp (C. Krupa) 
                  Health Blessings: Koen Guest (Guest Family) 
  8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church 
  9:30 a.m. + John Kuberski (Family) 
                  + Eugene Goga (Virginia Pienta) 
 + Lillian Mazur (Sraga Family)  
                  + Pearl Bartkowski (Ed & B. Glabicki)                             
                  + Ima Whitehouse (Cliff & Arlene   
            Whitehouse)  
                  + Amasako (Amy) Dihiansan (Emmanuel, 
                                                 Jeremy and Angelica King) 
                  Birthday Blessings: Mary Pienta (Virginia 
                                                                                 Pienta) 
10:30 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church (English) 
Monday, July 22 - St. Mary Magdalene 
  8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church 
Tuesday, July 23 - Weekday; St. Bridget 
  8:00 a.m. Blessings for Pienta Family (Virginia Pienta) 
Wednesday, July 24 - Weekday; St. Sharbel Makhlof 
  8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church 
Thursday, July 25 - St. James the Apostle 
  8:00 a.m. + Sr. Mary Therese Freymann 
Friday, July 26 - Sts. Joachim and Anne 
  8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church 
Saturday, July 27 - Weekday 
  8:00 a.m. All Parishioners, Living and Deceased 
Saturday, July 27 - Vigil of the Seventeenth Sunday  
                                                             in Ordinary Time 
 5:00 p.m. + Joseph A. Michalak (Lily and Everly) 
                 + Sr. Enid Lodding (Dee) 
                 + Daniel Gondek (Geri Urbanczyk) 
                 + David Janetzke (Geri Urbanczyk) 
                 + John Ziemba (Geri Urbanczyk) 
                 + Jimmy Annoreno (Family) 
                 + Craig Gordon (Geri Urbanczyk) 
                 Divine Mercy for All (C. Kisielente Family) 
Sunday, July 28 - The Seventeenth Sunday in  
                 Ordinary Time                                                                    
  6:00 a.m. + Julianne Selk (Dolores Becatti) 
 Health Blessings: Koen Guest (Guest Family) 
  8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church 

 
Weekly Collection - July 13th - 14th  

Sunday Envelopes (73)               $    1,218.00 
Sunday Loose                                $       645.04  
Children's Envelopes (5)             $           9.00 
Utility Bill Fund (49)         $       639.00  
Total Collection                            $    2,511.04 
 
       YTD                   Weekly           
Actual            $    4,564.54           $  2,511.04  
Goal               $  12,800.00           $  6,400.00       
% of Goal                36%                       39%  
Votives & Vigil Lights:                $     138.00 
May Give Central:     1st               $  1,404.00 
                                   2nd             $     210.00 

 
SATURDAY, JULY 27TH  
5:00 p.m. 
Altar Servers:  D. Kwiatkowski, J. Kwiatkowski, 
                        L. Kwiatkowski, J.P. Kwiatkowski 
Eucharistic Ministers:  A. Skokal, R. Carden 
Lectors:   G. Dumelle 
 
SUNDAY, JULY 28ST  
6:00 a.m. 
Altar Server:  G. Vanderford 
Eucharistic Ministers:  S. Guest, J. Balasa 
Lector:    J. Bertucci  
9:30 a.m. 
Altar Servers:  C. Kelly, Q. Do, D. Prieto, 
                        K. Guzman, K. Ruiz 
Eucharistic Ministers:  P. Rodriguez, J. Rodriguez 
Lectors:   B. Curry 

  
LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

Attention:  For  those who make your  offer ing in 
the form of a check, please continue to make checks 
payable to your respective Worship Site Churches 
until it is announced otherwise. 

Sunday, July 21 - The Seventeenth Sunday in 
     Ordinary Time               
9:30 a.m. + Maria Sraga (Sraga Family) 
                  + Roger Lech (Ed & B. Glabicki) 
                  + Mary Diaz DeLeon (Family) 
                  + Jimmy Annoreno (Family)                   
                  + Amasako (Amy) Dihiansan (Emmanuel, 
                                                 Jeremy and Angelica King) 
                  Blessings: Goga Family (Virginia Pienta) 
10:30 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church (English)                   

 
6 Day Vigil Light Candles 

$3 for one, $5 for two 
Small Candles: 50¢ 



Baptisms: Parents must be registered practicing parishioners 
and attend a baptismal preparation session before a baptism will 
be scheduled.  Call the rectory office for further information.  
Communion Calls:  Please contact the Rectory when someone 
who is homebound or in the hospital wishes a visit to receive 
Holy Communion or the Sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick.  The Anointing of the Sick is for anyone seriously sick and 
not only for those near death.  
Ministry of Care: Eucharistic Ministers are available to visit, 
pray with, and bring Holy Communion to those who are sick 
and unable to attend Mass.  Notify the Parish Office when this 
service is needed.  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a program for anyone 
inquiring and seeking information about entering the Catholic 
faith.  
Weddings:  Weddings need to be scheduled at least six months 
in advance.  Couples are reminded to secure the Church date 
before the reception hall.  

Please pray for those homebound, hospitalized and in need of conƟnued prayers… 
Amalia Agins, Austin Agins, Bernadette Agins, Joyce Agins, Stephen Agins, Mary Aguirre, Walter Annerino, Amy Averet, 
Kimberly Babe, Geraldine Baldwin, Tony Baressi, Judith Beaudry, Christine Bertucci, Joseph ‘Joey’ Bertucci, Lonnie & Theresa 
Bertucci-Falls, Jennifer Bond, Fr. Michael Bowler, Jeff Bowman, Andrea Brongiel, David Brost, Mary Camarda, Anthony Capone 
Sr., Adele Castro, Laverne Connolly, Tim Consola, Joe Cruz, Patti Cuchetto, Paul DeGrazia, Jacqueline Dybas, Kathy Egle, Jerry 
Felske, Minnie Ford, Natalia Francone, Bill Frank, Darlene Frost, Harold Frost, Paul Gadomski, Ray Gadomski, Lily Ann 
Galloway, John Gasca, Cheryl Lynn Gilhooly, Bernadette & Ed Glabicki, Ed Glos, Pat Grieco, Koen Guest, Jose P. Gutierrez, 
Kellar Harris, Lynette Heidemann, Jasmine Henson, Denise Holland, Gwen Holub, Morris Humphrey, Michaeline Hunter, Ted 
Hunter, Suzanne Ivester, Jennifer Janson, Chester Jendryczka, Dr. Joe, John Kaput, Dorothy Kawalerski, Rose Kisielowski, Stanley 
Kiwala, Anna Kolendo, Janice Kutansky, Craig Labudda, Ken Labudda, Sunny Labudda, Baby Kinsley Paige Leschinsky, Kiera 
Litwin, Lenny Loretto, Richard Lyznicki, Nancy Mallory, John Mangan, Kayle Marth, Paul Martinez, Bill Marczuk, Zena Masi, 
Maria Mawgwi, Lil’ Joe Michalak, Cindy Moore, Dr. Mike, Cydney Muti, Stephanie Nicks, Deacon Jack O’Leary, Theresa 
Oleszkiewicz, Allison Pakula, Virginia Pakula, Eva Castillion Parcon, Josie Petkus, Michael Petruck, Dolores Pienta, Mitchell 
Pienta, Virginia Pienta, Beverly Pirelli, Ray Polakowski, Robert Potter, Josephine Richardson, Sandra Rios, Jose Rodriguez, Jose C. 
Rodriguez, Mila Rolon, Dolly Roti,  Ellen Ryan, Therese Ryndak, Dorothy Rzasa, Maria Saludo, Laverne Scianna, Kennedy 
Shepski, Adeline Skokal, Raymond Smolinski, Gary Solverson, Sharon Solverson, Jeff Spaargaren, Jr., Rosalie Spalla, Diane Spata, 
Joanne Stewart, Lauren Stronczek, Rose Stronczek, Robert Synal, Baby Zachary Synal, Emily Rose Thomas, Norbert Trojanowski, 
Bill Ufferman, Dolores Ufferman, Dave Ulczycki, George Vanderford Sr., George Vanderford Jr., Juan Vargas, Ava Walczak, Sadie 
Walker, Barbara Webb, Bill Webb, Sylvia Wiertel, Madison Young, Eugene & John Zabek, Virginia Zawacki, Irene Zima 

MASS SCHEDULE 
WEEKEND  LITURGIES 
St. Barbara: Saturday:  5:00 pm; Sunday: 6:00am, 9:30 am   
St. Therese: Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:30 am, 12 Noon 

 

WEEKDAY LITURGIES  
St. Barbara:  Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday: 8:00 am 
St. Therese:  Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 8:00 am  
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION  
St. Barbara:  Vigil Mass: 7:00 pm; Holy Day Masses: 6:00                 
                       am, 8:00 am  
St. Therese:  8:00 am, 7:00 pm 
FIRST FRIDAY: St. Therese: Holy Hour: 7:00 pm 
FIRST SATURDAY: St. Barbara Chapel:  8:00 am  
CONFESSION 
St. Barbara: Saturday 4:15—4:45 pm or by appointment 
St. Therese:  By appointment 

THE ROSARY  
St. Barbara: Sunday at 5:30 a.m. before 6:00 am Mass 

OFFICE HOURS  
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday: 8:00 a.m.-
4:00 p.m. The office is closed on Thurs., Sat. and Sun. 

Pastor:                     Fr . Francis Li 
                                 FLi@StThereseChinatown.org 
Associate Pastor:    Fr . Lucas Oduor  Ouda 
                                 louda@archchicago.org 
In Residence:        Fr. Andrzej Beltowski  
                                 abeltowski@StBarbaraChicago.org 
School Principal:    Ms. Lisa Deborah Oi 
                                 DOi@StThereseChicago.org 
Business Manager: Mrs. Carol Spalla  
                                 cspalla@StBarbaraChicago.org 
Director of Music:  Ms. Eva Mrgan 
                                  emrgan@StBarbaraChicago.org 
Parish Secretaries:  Ms. Dolores Becatti 
                                  dbecatti@StBarbaraChicago.org 
                                  Ms. Judy Lukwinski 
          jlukwinski@StBarbaraChicago.org 
                                  Mrs. Carol Spalla 
Religious Ed.:          Mrs. Rober ta Carden  
The current staff at St. Therese Church is not listed here. 

SS. Barbara and Therese Parish  
(Interim Name) 

St. Barbara Church 
2859 South Throop Street 

Chicago, Illinois  60608 
www.StBarbaraChicago.org 

 
           Rectory Phone:    (312) 842-7979 
           Rectory Fax:        (312) 842-7978 
           School Phone:      (312) 326-6243 
           School Fax:          (312) 842-7960 

St. Therese Church 
218 West Alexander Street 

Chicago, Illinois  60616 
www.sttheresechinatown.org  

 Rectory Phone:  (312) 842-6777 
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