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    Christ Jesus . . . is the head of 

 the body, the church.   
   — Colossians 1:15, 18 

 
MEET OUR NEW ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

FR. LUKAS OUDA 



Celebrating over a Century of 
Faith and Education 

 

St. Barbara Parish is a Roman Catholic community 
celebrating a century of faith in the Bridgeport area.  
Our faith community welcomes all people, helping 
them grow spiritually through liturgy, prayer, and 
education, and socially through activities for all 
ages.  Our school takes great pride in fostering 
these values in our children.  We give witness to our 
faith by sharing with each other our God-given gifts 
and talents.  We nourish and sustain our faith as a 
family by celebrating the sacraments and the 
presence of the risen Lord among us in the 
Eucharist. 

Activities This Week 
 

Tues., July 16 - St. Barbara Seniors Mtg.; 11:30 am 

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET  
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is said after the 
9:30 am Sunday Mass.   If you attend the 
9:30 am Mass and decide not to stay for 
the chaplet, please exit church quietly.  
Thank you. 

 
HOLY NAME NEWS 

 
The Holy Name Society’s 6th Annual Car 
Show will be held on Saturday, August 

17th, from 1:00 - 7:00 pm.  Due to the contract with 
the band, the 5:00 pm Mass will be changed to 4:00 
pm for that day only. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
We will also be holding a Car Show on Saturday, 
August 31st, to benefit the veterans.  This car show 
will be held at the Bridgeport VFW Post, 3202 S. 
May Street.    
Split-the-pot tickets are on sale from the ushers in 
back of church. 

HOLY COMMUNION  
If you find it difficult to walk to the front 
of the Church to receive Holy Commun-
ion, please notify one of the ushers before 
Mass that you would like a priest to bring 
Communion to you.   

FR. LUKAS OUDA 
OUR NEW ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

 
Fr. Lukas was born in Kenya 41 years ago, He came 
to the United States ten years ago and joined Loyola 
University in 2010.  One year later, he went to Mun-
delein Seminary for four years and was ordained in 
2015.  His first assignment was at our neighboring 
parish,  Blessed Sacrament parish Chicago as associ-
ate pastor for two years, and another two years as 
chaplain at the University of Chicago medicine and  
associate pastor at St. Stanislaus Bishop and Marty 
Posen IL.    
Fr. Lukas is the third born of a big family of ten —  
four sisters and five brothers.  As Fr. Lukas says, “I 
presume because of that, I am a people person who 
loves Christ and His church. I am looking forward to 
sharing that love of Christ with the parishioners of 
St. Barbara and St. Therese.   
May God bless you all. Amen.”  
 
Please stop and introduce yourselves to Fr. Lukas.  
He is a very friendly person and, as we have discov-
ered, a great lover of riding bicycles.  Below is a pic-
ture of Fr. Lukas and Tom Howard, DRE of St. 
Therese Church, taken atop Henry Palmisano Park  
with St. Barbara Church in the background. 

ST. BARBARA SENIORS  
Are you 55+ ?  Do you enjoy socializ-
ing with your neighbors?  Interested in 
playing Bingo?  If so, come to the next 
St. Barbara Senior Citizens Meeting to 
be held this Tuesday, July 16th, at 11:30 a.m in the 
Senior Mobile.  Try it ― you might like it!  



   
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK  

 

Who is My Neighbor?  
I have had the humble privilege and honor to be selected as a Diocesan Ambassador to a program run by De-
Paul University and the Vincentians, who are have hosted a group of Chinese priests for a collaborative lead-
ership training in the last few years as well as this summer at the Lincoln Park campus. One of the major 
goals of the program is to help the priests to better know the Catholic Church in America. During their visit, 
these Priests have a rigorous schedule of morning classes coupled with cultural exchange opportunities in the 
afternoons and on weekends.   Some of these exchanges include visits to various Churches and institutions in 
the Chicago area where they can serve the poor and experience the unique diversity of our communities 
through interactions with the priests and laities. They have had many opportunities to learn and experience 
the life of the Church here. In their reflections and sharing, one of the things they have been really impressed 
with is the hospitality of the people they have encountered in Chicago.  They shared on many occasions how 
friendly and helpful people are.  Their encounters with local people empowered them to have positive and 
meaningful experiences and impressions, which will serve them as they go back to their parishes to better 
minister God’s people. We good and compassionate people are their neighbors. I invite everyone to extend 
our SS. Barbara and Therese Parish hospitality to them as they join us at the Parish Picnic this Sunday.   
Who is my neighbor? The concept of neighbor is not defined by territories and space in today’s Gospel story. 
They not only can be our next door neighbor or a fellow parishioner, but this also includes people across the 
globe from us. Jesus challenges us to expand our understanding of neighbor, inclusion and diversity. Our 
neighbors are the people who treat others always with mercy, compassion, respect and love. We might be 
living next to each other but, if we are not welcoming, caring, don’t show respect to one another and if we 
are not willing to practice mercy, can we in good conscience call ourselves Christians? The Good Samaritan 
in the story cared for the victim of the robber and therefore they are neighbors in Christ.  
I experienced care and kindness from all the good people at the St. Barbara Worship Site last weekend. I 
heartily thank you who welcomed me with open arms and warm smiles. I know change is difficult, and we 
are going through many physical, emotional, and spiritual changes that can challenge our faith. We are not 
strangers, but people of God who are called to love our God and our neighbors with all of our hearts, our 
minds, and our strength. I am truly grateful to all of you for your hospitality and your faith and love. It is by 
our love that they know we are Christians. As we journey forward, I encourage you to continue to show the 
strength and the beauty of your relationship with Christ through neighborly hospitality to all you meet.  
Christian hospitality has a deep root in our history and Bible. This reminds me of the classical story of Abra-
ham welcoming three strangers. Little did he know he was encountering the Trinity. In offering food and 
drinks to strangers, Abraham and Sarah encountered God in a profound way and they were blessed with a 
child in their old age. What can we learn from this story? How can this powerful story help us to treat our 
brothers and sisters in our community and neighborhood and beyond?   
1 John reminds us that, if we say that we love our God and don’t care for our brothers and sisters, we are ly-
ing. Our love for God needs to be lived out in our discipleship. “Beloved, let us love one another, because 
love is of God; everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God….If anyone says, “I love God,” but 
hates his brother, he is a liar; for whoever does not love a brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom 
he has not seen” (1 John 4: 7&20).  
We know the Golden Rule in life, but we all need reminders to help us to change and to treat one another as 
we would want others to treat us. In loving our neighbors, we honor and love our God. Let’s not be afraid to 
practice hospitality, mercy, respect and love; for by encountering others in this way, we encounter our God 
like Abraham did, and in the way that we are commanded to “Love Your Neighbor as Thyself”.   
Peace. 
 

Fr. Francis 



SS. BARBARA-THERESE  
UNIFICATION CHANGES 

 
During our staff meeting this week, several changes 
were made to our schedule to help unify hours at 
both St. Barbara and St. Therese. 
 
Rectory Office Hours 
 
St. Barbara and St. Therese are closed on Thursdays.   
 
Holy Day Mass Times: 
 
St. Barbara:  Vigil Mass, 7:00 pm.;   
                      Holy Day Masses:  6:00 and 8:00 am 
St. Therese:   6:00 am.; 7:00 pm 
 
First Friday Mass 
 
St. Therese:   7:00 pm 
 
Healing Mass 
 
St, Barbara:   First Saturday of the Month: 8:00 am 
 
Confession 
 
St. Barbara:   Saturday: 4:15 - 4:45 pm 
 
 
You will notice the following additions to our week-
ly bulletin: 
 
 Sr. Mary Caritas Wehrman, the Spiritual For-

mation Director at St. Therese, will be contrib-
uting a weekly article. 

 
 Also contributing a weekly article will be Tom 

Howard, Director of Religious Education (DRE). 

 
“GOOD SAMARITAN” SUNDAY by Sister Caritas   

Everyday, when we are driving on Chicago streets and 
expressways, we encounter homeless people standing at 
corners and intersections begging for money. Some-
times, especially downtown, they are on corners or sit-
ting against buildings at busy places.  If you took a vid-
eo of the responses of the people passing by or driving 
by, it would be very interesting. Maybe the same types 
of people as are described in the Gospel would be found 
on the video. The priest of their day (one who had the 
role by heredity...like father like son...) was bound by 
the law to remain pure and undefiled in order to be able 
to offer worship for the people and thus gain God’s con-
tinued blessing.  Perhaps the person in the video would 
be the one who has no way of helping the person hurt 
and knows it but is on his way to do an important job.  
The Levite in the time of Jesus was also involved in du-
ties in the temple, perhaps even helping with sacrifices 
at that time.  He too held a role inherited.  He was a 
member of the ancient Tribe of Levi. No law bound him 
as it did the priest. Like many people today, for their 
own reasons, they passed by the wounded hurt man.  
In our world today, many people are hurt, wounded, 
“beaten up”, homeless, country-less, “family-less”, may-
be even left by the roadside to die.  In our local areas, 
even in our churches, there are many people who feel 
“church-less”, struggling with change and difference.  
“Things won’t be the same.” One of the consistent 
things is life is change. What do you do when you meet 
someone who is hurt?  Are you like the Samaritan, who 
stops and pours oil and wine on the wounds to clean 
them, takes him on his donkey and pays for his housing 
and needs?  If you can’t do all of that, what will you do?  
Will you listen with compassion and not judge them?  
Will you welcome the stranger and give them comfort 
and welcome and make them feel as if they have found a 
new home, a new family? 
 
Will you give of yourself, giving talent, time and care?  
Use your knowledge and experience, or the things you 
have learned along the way that are helpful?  Will you 
bind up the wounds of the hurt by your patience and 
care? The Samaritan in the story knew what it was to be 
“neighbor, brother, sister, family, people of God”. Jesus 
asked the lawyer, “Who was neighbor to the man left 
along the road?”  Knowing the law, the lawyer of course 
answered correctly.  Jesus said,” Go and do likewise.”  
What about us?  Will we do likewise?  What about you 
and me ?  Can we  “Go and Do Likewise?”    

          Report as of June 30, 2019 
  
     Campaign Goal:   $275,000 
     Total Pledged    $286,697* 
     Percent of Goal:      104.2% 
     Total Collected to Date  $120,568 
     60% Returned to St. Barbara $  72,191 
   
*   The total amount pledged has been reduced by   
     $5,000 due to the cancellation of a pledge. 

USHERS NEEDED!  
 We are in desperate need of 
ushers. If you are in church and see 
that there are only one or two ushers, 
please volunteer to help out. 



 
“New Relationships” by Tom Howard 

 
In a previous article, Tom Howard invited people to take a stroll through Palmisano (Henry) Park. When 
you do, I hope you notice how the St. Barbara worship site dominates the horizon. I invited people to look 
up, in order to see, think and wonder about what needs those who frequent this park might have. 
 

 

This week’s picture was taken from the opposite an-
gle, looking down upon the park from the horizon. 
From this ‘horizon’ perspective, one sees both na-
ture and culture flourishing.  This amazing public 
space is filled with a wide variety of diverse ecosys-
tems. From dusk to dawn, Palmisano Park teems 
with life. It is truly amazing how this small space can 
simultaneously sustain so much life.  I sincerely be-
lieve this vibrant public space can serve as a safe 
place for our parish members to creatively exercise 
missionary discipleship for years to come. 
 
But how exactly should one exercise one’s missionary discipleship in Palmisano Park...or, for that matter, 
anywhere else in our community? The more I think about this question the more I realize that evangeliza-
tion is not so much about drawing people from the park up into our Church, but rather it has to do with 
something much simpler. I believe that missionary disciples from our parish are being called to begin con-
versations with those who do not go to Church.  After introductions, one might ask, “What do people your 
age truly care about these days?”    
 
The parable of the Good Samaritan found in today’s Gospel shows how this is done. The Good Samaritan 
cared for someone who had been robbed of his dignity, left on the wayside, forgotten and aban-
doned.  “What happened to you and where do you hurt the most?”  
 
The priest and Levite, on the other hand, had different concerns - like filling up the pews - and thus hurried 
past the victim, circumventing the demand of their faith to love God and their neighbor. As a result, they 
missed a huge opportunity to build a relationship founded on mercy and compassion.   
 
We, as followers of Christ, are called to be like the Good Samaritan and reach out to our neighbors in 
need. The pastoral team would love to hear any ideas you have on how to do this; please share any of 
these ideas with me @ thoward@sttheresechicago.org.  

 



Saturday, July 13 - Vigil of the Fifteenth Sunday in 
                                                                 Ordinary Time 
  5:00 p.m. + Ed Gierut (Adeline Skokal) 
                  + Russell Maziarka (Diann Bak) 
                  + Jimmy Annoreno (Family)            
                  Divine Mercy for All (C. Kisielente Family) 
Sunday, July 14 - The Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary     
                                                                                  Time 
  6:00 a.m. + Eugene Harms (Dolores Becatti) 
                  Health Blessings: Koen Guest (Guest Family) 
  8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church 
  9:30 a.m. + John Furmanek (Sonny Furmanek) 
                  + Chester and Ronnie Hernacki (Mike 
                                                                           Domagala) 
                  + Joseph A. Michalak (Children) 
                  + Angela Obal (Ed & B. Glabicki) 
                  + William Lech (Ed & B. Glabicki) 
                  + Lillian Brongiel (Ed & B. Glabicki) 
                  + Mary Diaz DeLeon (Family)                   
                  + Amasako (Amy) Dihiansan (Emmanuel, 
                                                 Jeremy and Angelica King) 
                  Blessings: Clifford Pienta Family (Virginia 
                                                                                 Pienta) 
                  Birthday Blessings: Virginia Pienta (Diane  
                                                                                Ramos) 
10:30 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church  
Monday, July 15 - St. Bonaventure 
  8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church 
Tuesday, July 16 - Weekday; Our Lady of Mount 
                                                                              Carmel 
  8:00 a.m. + Tabaczek Family (Mike Domagala) 
Wednesday, July 17 - Weekday 
  8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church 
Thursday, July 18 - Weekday; St. Camillus de Lellis 
  8:00 a.m. + Michael Radziewicz (Children) 
Friday, July 19 - Weekday 
  8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church 
Saturday, July 20 - Weekday; St. Apollinaris 
  8:00 a.m. + All Souls’ Remembrance 
                  In Thanksgiving to St. Barbara (Guadalupe 
                                                                           Cervantes) 
Saturday, July 20 - Vigil of the Sixteenth Sunday in 
                                                                 Ordinary Time 
 5:00 p.m. + Kenneth Dunkel (Geri Urbanczyk) 
                 + Craig Gondon (Geri Urbanczyk) 
                 + Jimmy Annoreno (Family) 
                 Wedding Blessings: Katherine Ann Watt and 
                                              Jared Tevis (Bill and Family) 
                 Divine Mercy for All (C. Kisielente Family) 
Sunday, July 21 - The Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary     
                                                                                  Time 
  6:00 a.m. Health Blessings: Koen Guest (Guest Family) 
  8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church 
  9:30 a.m. + John Kuberski (Family) 
                  + Eugene Goga (Virginia Pienta) 

 
Weekly Collection - July 6th - 7th  

Sunday Envelopes (66)               $    1,100.50 
Sunday Loose                                $       542.00  
Children's Envelopes (1)             $           5.00 
Maintenance Fund (36)         $       406.00  
Total Collection                            $    2,053.50 
 
       YTD                   Weekly           
Actual            $    2,053.50           $  2,053.50  
Goal               $    6,400.00           $  6,400.00       
% of Goal                32%                       32%  
Votives & Vigil Lights:                $     195.09 
May Give Central:     1st               $  1,404.00 
                                   2nd             $     210.00 

 
SATURDAY, JULY 20TH  
5:00 p.m. 
Altar Servers:  G. Godinez, A. Torres, N. Garland, 
                        A. Gorz, L. Thomas 
Eucharistic Ministers:  A. Skokal, R. Carden 
Lectors:   V. Godinez 
 
SUNDAY, JULY 21ST  
6:00 a.m. 
Altar Server:  G. Vanderford 
Eucharistic Ministers:  S. Guest, J. Balasa 
Lector:    J. Bertucci  
9:30 a.m. 
Altar Servers:  G. Salinas, D. Prieto, E. Davis, 
                        M. Dunagan, M. Arteaga 
Eucharistic Ministers:  F. Cabrera, J. Lukwinski 
Lectors:   Edward Raya 

  
LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

Attention:  For  those who make your  offer ing in 
the form of a check, please continue to make checks 
payable to your respective Worship Site Churches 
until it is announced otherwise. 

Sunday, July 21 - The Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary                
           Time 
  9:30 a.m. + Lillian Mazur (Sraga Family)  
                  + Pearl Bartkowski (Ed & B. Glabicki)                           
                  + Ima Whitehouse (Cliff & Arlene   
            Whitehouse)  
                  + Amasako (Amy) Dihiansan (Emmanuel, 
                                                 Jeremy and Angelica King) 
                  Birthday Blessings: Mary Pienta (Virginia 
                                                                                 Pienta) 



Baptisms: Parents must be registered practicing parishioners 
and attend a baptismal preparation session before a baptism will 
be scheduled.  Call the rectory office for further information.  
Communion Calls:  Please contact the Rectory when someone 
who is homebound or in the hospital wishes a visit to receive 
Holy Communion or the Sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick.  The Anointing of the Sick is for anyone seriously sick and 
not only for those near death.  
Ministry of Care: Eucharistic Ministers are available to visit, 
pray with, and bring Holy Communion to those who are sick 
and unable to attend Mass.  Notify the Parish Office when this 
service is needed.  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a program for anyone 
inquiring and seeking information about entering the Catholic 
faith.  
Weddings:  Weddings need to be scheduled at least six months 
in advance.  Couples are reminded to secure the Church date 
before the reception hall.  

Please pray for those homebound, hospitalized and in need of conƟnued prayers… 
Amalia Agins, Austin Agins, Bernadette Agins, Joyce Agins, Stephen Agins, Mary Aguirre, Walter Annerino, Amy Averet, 
Kimberly Babe, Geraldine Baldwin, Tony Baressi, Judith Beaudry, Christine Bertucci, Joseph ‘Joey’ Bertucci, Lonnie & Theresa 
Bertucci-Falls, Jennifer Bond, Fr. Michael Bowler, Jeff Bowman, Andrea Brongiel, David Brost, Mary Camarda, Anthony Capone 
Sr., Adele Castro, Laverne Connolly, Tim Consola, Joe Cruz, Patti Cuchetto, Paul DeGrazia, Jacqueline Dybas, Kathy Egle, Jerry 
Felske, Minnie Ford, Natalia Francone, Bill Frank, Darlene Frost, Harold Frost, Paul Gadomski, Ray Gadomski, Lily Ann 
Galloway, John Gasca, Cheryl Lynn Gilhooly, Bernadette & Ed Glabicki, Ed Glos, Pat Grieco, Koen Guest, Jose P. Gutierrez, 
Kellar Harris, Lynette Heidemann, Jasmine Henson, Denise Holland, Gwen Holub, Morris Humphrey, Michaeline Hunter, Ted 
Hunter, Suzanne Ivester, Jennifer Janson, Chester Jendryczka, Dr. Joe, John Kaput, Dorothy Kawalerski, Rose Kisielowski, Stanley 
Kiwala, Anna Kolendo, Janice Kutansky, Craig Labudda, Ken Labudda, Sunny Labudda, Baby Kinsley Paige Leschinsky, Kiera 
Litwin, Lenny Loretto, Richard Lyznicki, Nancy Mallory, John Mangan, Kayle Marth, Paul Martinez, Bill Marczuk, Zena Masi, 
Maria Mawgwi, Lil’ Joe Michalak, Cindy Moore, Dr. Mike, Frank Muszynski, Cydney Muti, Stephanie Nicks, Deacon Jack 
O’Leary, Theresa Oleszkiewicz, Allison Pakula, Virginia Pakula, Eva Castillion Parcon, Josie Petkus, Michael Petruck, Dolores 
Pienta, Mitchell Pienta, Virginia Pienta, Beverly Pirelli, Ray Polakowski, Robert Potter, Josephine Richardson, Sandra Rios, Jose 
Rodriguez, Jose C. Rodriguez, Mila Rolon, Dolly Roti,  Ellen Ryan, Therese Ryndak, Dorothy Rzasa, Maria Saludo, Laverne 
Scianna, Kennedy Shepski, Adeline Skokal, Raymond Smolinski, Gary Solverson, Sharon Solverson, Jeff Spaargaren, Jr., Rosalie 
Spalla, Diane Spata, Joanne Stewart, Lauren Stronczek, Rose Stronczek, Robert Synal, Baby Zachary Synal, Emily Rose Thomas, 
Norbert Trojanowski, Bill Ufferman, Dolores Ufferman, Dave Ulczycki, George Vanderford Sr., George Vanderford Jr., Juan 
Vargas, Ava Walczak, Sadie Walker, Barbara Webb, Bill Webb, Sylvia Wiertel, Madison Young, Eugene & John Zabek, Virginia 
Zawacki, Irene Zima 

ST. BARBARA RECTORY 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY LITURGIES 
Saturday………………………………….. 5:00 p.m.  
Sunday……..6:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. 

 

WEEKDAY LITURGIES  
8:00 a.m.: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION  
Vigil Mass: 7:00 p.m.; Holy Day Masses: 6:00 a.m. and 
8:00 a.m., unless otherwise noted 
 

CONFESSION 
Saturday 4:15—4:45 p.m. 
 
 

THE ROSARY  
On Sunday at 5:30 a.m. before the 6:00 a.m. Sunday 
Mass.  

 

OFFICE HOURS  
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday: 8:00 a.m.-
5:00 p.m. The office is closed on Thursday, Saturday and  
Sunday. 

Pastor:                     Fr . Francis Li 
                                 FLi@StThereseChinatown.org 
Associate Pastor:    Fr . Lucas Oduor  Ouda 
                                 louda@archchicago.org 
In Residence:        Fr. Andrzej Beltowski  
                                 abeltowski@StBarbaraChicago.org 
School Principal:    Ms. Lisa Deborah Oi 
                                 DOi@StThereseChicago.org 
Business Manager: Mrs. Carol Spalla  
                                 cspalla@StBarbaraChicago.org 
Director of Music:  Ms. Eva Mrgan 
                                  emrgan@StBarbaraChicago.org 
Parish Secretaries:  Ms. Dolores Becatti 
                                  dbecatti@StBarbaraChicago.org 
                                  Ms. Judy Lukwinski 
          jlukwinski@StBarbaraChicago.org 
                                  Mrs. Carol Spalla 
Religious Ed.:          Mrs. Rober ta Carden  
The current staff at St. Therese Church is not listed here. 

SS. Barbara and Therese Parish  
(Interim Name) 

St. Barbara Church 
2859 South Throop Street 

Chicago, Illinois  60608 
www.StBarbaraChicago.org 

 
           Rectory Phone:    (312) 842-7979 
           Rectory Fax:        (312) 842-7978 
           School Phone:      (312) 326-6243 
           School Fax:          (312) 842-7960 

St. Therese Church 
218 West Alexander Street 

Chicago, Illinois  60616 
www.sttheresechinatown.org  

 Rectory Phone:  (312) 842-6777 
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