
 

St. Therese Chinese Catholic School starting a new school year  
on Monday, August 24, 2020.  

We are so excited to welcome all of our students back for the 20-21 school 
year. Whether thestudent is an in-person or remote learner, St. Therese 
School is committed to continuing ourrigorous award winning curriculum. 
Our teachers and staff members are busy getting ourcampuses ready to 
safely welcome back our students.  
In-person learning (5 days per week) starts on Monday, August 24. Our 
classrooms have beenreconfigured to ensure students are safely socially 
distanced throughout the school day. Ourschool is cleaned and disinfected 
throughout the day as well as other health safety practices perCDC recom-
mendations and other health authorities. Students enter and leave school 
byhomeroom or cohort group using a staggered schedule. Doing so reduces 
the chances andlimits the time students would be physically near other stu-
dents or staff who are not part of theirhomeroom or cohort group. Students 
remain in their homerooms to reduce the number ofpeople who are physical-
ly near students throughout the day. For example, teachers who are 
nothomeroom teachers will teach students in their homeroom/cohort. These 
and other proceduresprotect students and staff by minimizing any potential 
health risks.  
Remote learning starts on Tuesday, September 8 and is led by our St. 
Therese teachers andfollows our curriculum. K-8 students enrolled in our 
remote learning option have a wealth ofeducational resources, including a 
school-issued electronic device. Students are provided withrecorded lessons 
and educational materials that follow our rigorous award winning curricu-
lum.These resources can be quite valuable because students can replay 
recorded lessons to catchthings they might have missed earlier. Students 
also interact with teachers, staff, and otherstudents in a live format so stu-
dent’s individual needs can be better met. Our remote learningoption pro-
vides great opportunities for students to learn and is an excellent choice for 
many families.  
St. Therese Chinese Catholic School is still registering students in all grades 
for the 20-21school year. We are offering five days of in-person learning or 
remote learning. For moreinformation or to schedule a school tour, please 
email admissions@sttheresechicago.org.  
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 Rejoice always. Pray without 
  ceasing. 
 
      — 1 Thessalonians 5:16 



 
UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS AND SCHEDULE---2020 & 2021 

 
Tuesdays Alpha on Zoom 
Nov. 22nd - Dec. 20th              Baby Bottle Project to benefit The Women’s Center 
    St. Vincent DePaul Society’s Hats, Gloves, Scarves and Socks Drive to benefit 
     the Needy 
December 12th 5:00pm Simbang Gabi Mass  
December 16th St. Therese School Christmas Concert on Zoom 
December 20th       Mandarin Mass at 12:30pm and Christmas Cantata at 7:30pm on Zoom 
December 24th Christmas Eve Mass at 5pm at St. Therese (Live-Streamed @  
 http://www.youtube.com/StMotherTeresaOfCalcuttaParishChicago) 

 
Christmas Carols at 11:30pm 

December 25th Christmas Mass at 12am (Midnight Mass) at St. Barbara Church 
Christmas Day Masses: 
6:00am and 9:30am at St. Barbara Church 
8:00am and 11:00am (Live-Streamed @  
http://www.youtube.com/StMotherTeresaOfCalcuttaParishChicago)  
at St. Therese Church  

December 26th- 27th The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
 Masses: 5:00pm Vigil, 6:00am, and 9:30am at St. Barbara Church 
 8:00am and 10:30am at St. Therese Church 
December 31st New Year’s Eve Mass at 5pm, followed by BENEDICTION at St. Therese 

2021 
January 1st   New Year’s Day Masses: 
    9:30am at St. Barbara Church  
              10:00am at St. Therese Church  
 
Our parish offers the following regular opportunities to pray the rosary together.  
 
                                 1.)    5:30am on Sundays at St. Barbara Church 
                                 2.)    5pm on Mondays with Sisters of the Missionaries of Charity at St.   
                              Therese Church 
                                 3.)    2:30pm on Tuesdays in Mandarin on Zoom 
                                 4.)    7pm on Wednesdays in English on Zoom 
           5.)    First Friday of the Month at 7pm at St. Therese Church 
 
“Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the peo-
ple” (Luke 2:11). 
 



 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK  

 
THANKS 

 
Thanks to Bruno Caruso, president of the St. Rocco Society, for generously donating all Christmas Poinsettias 
to our parish again. He personally purchased and delivered them to both of our Worship Sites. His support to 
our parish is greatly appreciated. What an example of faith, love and hope! 
 
Thanks to all who helped with our St. Barbara Feast celebration. The contributions from our ministers, cate-
chists and students made our Church’s feast day so prayerful and thought-provoking. We thank God for St. 
Barbara and we definitely continue to rely on her intercessions for our community. We are also very grateful 
for the countless men and women of faith who have supported St. Barbara and who continue to do so. You are 
a blessing to our parish and I hope St. Barbara and St. Therese of St. Mother Teresa Parish continues to faith-
fully follow the call of our Lord and provide the best services possible to all of our parishioners and friends. 

 
THE ACT OF PERFECT CONTRITION 

 
One of the ways for us to prepare ourselves during this season of Advent is going to Confession, celebrating 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Due to COVID-19 guidelines, our parish’s special scheduled Reconciliation 
Services for our students both from our school and Religious Education Program and for our parishioners at 
large have been cancelled. We are still able to continue with our regular Saturday Confession from 4:15pm to 
4:45pm at St. Barbara Church.  
 
So the question is, if I have to stay at home or if I can’t find a suitable time or place for Confession during this 
pandemic, is there any other way that I can have my sins absolved?  



 
The answer is yes. You can make an act of perfect contrition. The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches, 
“When it arises from a love by which God is loved above all else, contrition is called ‘perfect’ (contrition of 
charity). Such contrition remits venial sins; it also obtains forgiveness of mortal sins if it includes the firm pos-
sible” (CCC §1452). 

There are three indispensible motives in the act of perfect contrition: 1). Sinners choose to be contrite based on 
one’s love of God; 2). Sinners have to have a firm desire of not sinning again in the future; 3), Sinners have to 
have the intention to go to Confession in person when it’s possible. 
 
Comparing to imperfect contrition, the motive for an imperfect contrition is fear of the eternal punishment. 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church states, “The contrition called “imperfect” (or “attrition”) is also a gift of 
God, a prompting of the Holy Spirit. It is born of the consideration of sin’s ugliness or the fear of eternal dam-
nation and the other penalties threatening the sinner (contrition of fear). Such a stirring of conscience can initi-
ate an interior process which, under the prompting of grace, will be brought to completion by sacramental ab-
solution. By itself however, imperfect contrition cannot obtain the forgiveness of grave sins, but it disposes 
one to obtain forgiveness in the sacrament of Penance” (CCC 1453 ). 
 
Another important element to have our sins forgiven is an examination of conscience. Relying on the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, penitents need to take some time to examine one’s life and one’s relationships with God, 
others and oneself, before Confession or making the act of perfect contrition.  
 
I hope each of you can take some time during this Advent to receive God’s gift of forgiveness by either cele-
brating the Sacrament of Reconciliation or by making an Act of Perfect Contrition. 
 
Peace 
 
 
Fr. Francis  

 
WHEN NOTHING SEEMS CLEAR 

BY FR. CUFF 
 

John the Baptist had given everything to God. He had left his home and his family. He lived in total poverty. 
And even if you eat them with honey, locusts are still bugs. 
 
John the Baptist had preached the Kingdom of God; he had given everything to prepare the way for Jesus. And 
what’s his apparent reward? He’s in prison. It seems that God is hidden from him. He hears about the miracles 
that Jesus is doing, and yet he remains in prison. 
 
He sends his friends to ask the most important question; everything hinges on this question. He asks Jesus: 
“Who are you?” “Are you the meaning of my life? Are you the mercy of God made visible? I have given eve-
rything – even my freedom – for God. Are you his face among us?” 
 
And the answer that Jesus gives to John’s question can seem a bit cryptic. He doesn’t say, “Obviously… Of 
course I’m the one who is to come. All your difficulties and sufferings are over!” 
 
Jesus is telling John, “You don’t have to understand everything. You’re not God. All I ask is that you listen 
and look at what I’ve done and continue to do this in your life and in the lives of others.” 
 
We all have our John the Baptist moments, when nothing seems clear, when Christmas may seem far away. 
And in those moments, Jesus is telling us, “Look, and listen.”    
 



EARLY BIRD RAFFLE RESULTS  
St. Therese School held the 50/50 Grand 
Raffle Early Bird Drawing on Monday, No-
vember 23rd.  Congratulations to Araceli 

Garcia, parent of Citlalli and Carmen Huerta (6th and 
8th grade students)! 

 
REJOICE, GOD IS FAITHFUL 

By Sister Caritas  
Many days in winter, teaching in Kindergarten and/or 
First grade, I watched children struggle with putting 
on boots or putting on winter coats.  When you have 
twenty or more little ones, all trying to put on boots, 
it takes a while so you had to start early before dis-
missal.  After I finished one child, I had to go to the 
next child.  Eventually, I would go down the line of 
children until everyone was ready to go home.  
Sometimes I too would have to struggle with the 
child’s boots in helping them.  
We are given directives today in St Paul’s letter 
about getting ready for the coming of the Lord. We 
are told to rejoice.  The realization that the coming of 
the Lord is getting closer and closer should enable us 
to rejoice.  St. Paul also tells us how to prepare.  
“Give thanks in all circumstances”.  That can be hard 
since some things that happen make it hard to thank 
God. Keep the Spirit alive in you.  Listen to real 
prophesy and follow those speaking for God.   Be a 
person of discernment in all situations. Do not choose 
evil.  All these are clear directives which would help 
us prepare and draw closer to God.  These are things 
we can struggle with just as the young children strug-
gle with boots.  Put on this way of life which makes 
us prepared.      
By ourselves we may or may not be able to do these 
things. The one who can accomplish all these things 
for us is God.  God’s spirit can fill us and enable us 
to put on the called-for qualities.  God has the power 
to transform us.  We need to do our part. We need to 
be open and accept the graces. Transformative grace 
comes to us from God.  Rejoice because, as St. Paul 
says, “The one who calls you is faithful and will ac-
complish it.”  The faithful God will help us and do in 
us what we cannot do by ourselves.  We are to pre-
pare and open ourselves to God’s action in us.  Then 
we can truly REJOICE! 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 



 
Saturday, December 12 - Vigil of The Third Sunday  
                             of Advent 
  5:00 p.m. Simbang Gabi Mass  
 + Nick, Jennie & Pasquale Salerno (Family) 
                  + James Sr., Catherine, James Jr., Michael & 
                                                    Jimmy Gurgone (Family) 
                  + Patricia & John O’Connell (Family) 
                  + Geraldine & James Sr. Distasio (Family) 
                  + Frances & Tony Fratto (Family) 
 Divine Mercy for All (C. Kisielente Family) 
Sunday, December 13 - The Third Sunday of Advent 
  6:00 a.m. + Ben & Mary Kulbida (David & Ruth  
                                                                             Czarnecki) 
                  + John & Josephine Czarnecki (David & Ruth 
                                                                             Czarnecki) 
                  Health Blessings: Theresa Oleszkiewicz (Jane 
                                                                           Krzyzanski) 
                  Health Blessings: Virginia Zawacki   
                                                              (Krzyzanski Sisters) 
  9:30 a.m. + Dorothy Lech (B. Glabicki) 
                  + Frances Beyer (B. Glabicki) 
                  + Herman Jandrisitz (B. Glabicki) 
                  + Virginia Pienta (Bob & Katie Davis & Family) 
                  + Teresita Villafuerte Holcomb (Angelica, 
                                                  Emmanuel & Jeremy King) 
Monday, December 14 - St. John of the Cross 
  8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church  
Tuesday, December 15 - Advent Weekday 
  8:00 a.m. + John Kutyba (Family) 
                  + Kay Culen (Pat, Wendy & Family) 
Wednesday, December 16 - Advent Weekday                                                      
  8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church 
Thursday, December 17 - Late Advent Weekday 
  8:00 a.m. + Rita M. Lukas 
                    + Kay Culen (Pat, Wendy & Family) 
Friday, December 18 - Late Advent Weekday  
  8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church 
Saturday, December 19 - Late Advent Weekday 
  8:00 a.m. Father’s Day Remembrance 
                  + Kay Culen (Pat, Wendy & Family) 
Saturday, December 19 - Vigil of The Fourth Sunday
                  of Advent  
  5:00 p.m. + Birth. Rem.: Matt Pyznarski (Family) 
                  Divine Mercy for All (C. Kisielente & Family) 
Sunday, December 20 - The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
  6:00 a.m. + Louis (Lou) Nowakowski (Jim & Christine  
                                                                               Bertucci)                                                                
 Health Blessings: B. Glabicki (David & Ruth 
                                                                Czarnecki Family)  
                  Health Blessings: 6:00 am Sunday Mass 
                                                       Attendees (Anonymous) 
                  Health Blessings: Virginia Zawacki   
             (Krzyzanski Sisters) 
  9:30 a.m. + Stanley Hanson (B. Glabicki) 
                  + Birth. Rem.: Dorothy Rzasa (Sharon & 
                                                                    Season Meyers) 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19TH  
5:00 p.m.  
Eucharistic Minister: J. Lukwinski 
Lector:   E. Kroner  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20TH  
6:00 a.m.  
Altar Server:  G. Vanderford 
Eucharistic Minister:  G. Vanderford  
Lector:   J. Bertucci  
9:30 a.m.  
Eucharistic Minister:  H. Alonzo or A. Alonzo 
Lector:   L. Szczepanski 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

For those unable to attend Mass due to illness or 
for those who do not have access to the internet, 
please be sure to watch the Mass on television:  

Until January 1, 2021  
Cardinal Cupich Mass from  

Holy Name Cathedral 
ABC-TV Channel 7 - Chicago 

Sunday Mass:   9:30 am                    
Year–Round  

Mercy Home - Sunday Mass at 9:30 am 
WGN- TV Channel 9 - Chicago 

Sunday Mass:   9:30 am 

Sunday Envelopes:   $      714.25 
Sunday Loose:    $      297.00        
Total Church Collection    $   1,011.25      
Mailed-in Collection   $      275.00   
Total Collection   $   1,286.25     
Maintenance Collection  $      101.00  
Immaculate Conception  $        25.00  
Christmas Flowers   $      295.00   
Weekly Budget:   $   2,200.00  
July 1st to Present (Actual):  $ 36,497.82  
July 1st to Present (Budgeted): $ 50,600.00 

Collection - Week of December 5th - 6th 

Sunday, December 20 - The Fourth Sunday of  
      Advent 
  9:30 a.m. + Teresita Villafuerte Holcomb (Angelica,   
                                            Emmanuel & Jeremy King) 
 Health Blessings: Florence, Judy and Gene  
        Goga (Barbara Rekar)               



Baptisms: Parents must be registered practicing parishioners 
and attend a baptismal preparation session before a baptism will 
be scheduled.  Call the rectory office for further information.  
Communion Calls:  Please contact the Rectory when someone 
who is homebound or in the hospital wishes a visit to receive 
Holy Communion or the Sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick.  The Anointing of the Sick is for anyone seriously sick and 
not only for those near death.  
Ministry of Care: Eucharistic Ministers are available to visit, 
pray with, and bring Holy Communion to those who are sick 
and unable to attend Mass.  Notify the Parish Office when this 
service is needed.  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a program for anyone 
inquiring and seeking information about entering the Catholic 
faith.  
Weddings:  Weddings need to be scheduled at least six months 
in advance.  Couples are reminded to secure the Church date 
before the reception hall. 

Please pray for those homebound, hospitalized and in need of continued prayers: 
Amalia Agins, Austin Agins, Bernadette Agins, Joyce Agins, Stephen Agins, Mary Aguirre, Debbie Annerino, Walter Annerino, 
Amy Averet, Kimberly Babe, Geraldine Baldwin, Tony Baressi, Judith Beaudry, Christine Bertucci, Joseph ‘Joey’ Bertucci, Lonnie 
& Theresa Bertucci-Falls, Jennifer Bond, Fr. Michael Bowler, Jeff Bowman, Andrea Brongiel, Mary Camarda, Anthony Capone Sr., 
Adele Castro, Laverne Connolly, Tim Consola, Joe Cruz, Patti Cuchetto, Paul DeGrazia, Henry Diaz DeLeon, Jacqueline Dybas, 
Kathy Egle, Nenita Feliciano, Jerry Felske, Minnie Ford, Natalia Francone, Bill Frank, Darlene Frost, Harold Frost, Paul Gadomski, 
Ray Gadomski, Lily Ann Galloway, John Gasca, Cheryl Lynn Gilhooly, Bernadette Glabicki, Ed Glos, Pat Grieco, Koen Guest, Jose 
P. Gutierrez, Kellar Harris, Lynette Heidemann, Jasmine Henson, Denise Holland, Gwen Holub, Morris Humphrey, Michaeline 
Hunter, Ted Hunter, Suzanne Ivester, Jennifer Janson, Chester Jendryczka, Dr. Joe, John Kaput, Dorothy Kawalerski, Rose 
Kisielowski, Stanley Kiwala, Anna Kolendo, Janice Kutansky, Craig Labudda, Ken Labudda, Sunny Labudda, Baby Kinsley Paige 
Leschinsky, Kiera Litwin, Lenny Loretto, Richard Lyznicki, Nancy Mallory, John Mangan, Kayle Marth, Paul Martinez, Bill 
Marczuk, Zena Masi, Maria Mawgwi, Lil’ Joe Michalak, Cindy Moore, Dr. Mike, Cydney Muti, Stephanie Nicks, Ann Njeru, 
Deacon Jack O’Leary, Theresa Oleszkiewicz, Allison Pakula, Virginia Pakula, Eva Castillion Parcon, Josie Petkus, Michael Petruck, 
Theresa Pickens, Dolores Pienta, Mitchell Pienta, Ellen Pietrzak, Beverly Pirelli, Ray Polakowski, Robert Potter, James Pzarek, 
Barbara Rekar, Josephine Richardson, Sandra Rios, Joel Rivera, Jose Rodriguez, Jose C. Rodriguez, Mila Rolon, Dolly Roti,  Ellen 
Ryan, Therese Ryndak, Patricia Sacony, Maria Saludo, Edward John Schmit, Jr., Laverne Scianna, Kennedy Shepski, Adeline 
Skokal, Raymond Smolinski, Gary Solverson, Sharon Solverson, Rosalie Spalla, Diane Spata, Joanne Stewart, Lauren Stronczek, 
Rose Stronczek, Robert Synal, Baby Zachary Synal, Emily Rose Thomas, Norbert Trojanowski, Bill Ufferman, Dolores Ufferman, 
Dave Ulczycki, George Vanderford Sr., George Vanderford Jr., Juan Vargas, Joyce Vogt, Ava Walczak, Sadie Walker, Barbara 
Webb, Bill Webb, Sylvia Wiertel, Madison Young, Eugene & John Zabek, Evelyn Zaleski, Virginia Zawacki, Irene Zima 

MASS SCHEDULE 
WEEKEND LITURGIES 
St. Barbara: Saturday:  5:00 pm; Sunday: 6:00am, 9:30 am   
St. Therese: Mandarin Mass on the 2nd Saturday of the          
      month at 4:00 pm followed by Bible sharing and food.     
      Sunday:   8:00 am, 10:30 am; and Mandarin    
      Mass on the 4th Sunday of each month at 12:30 p.m. 

 

WEEKDAY LITURGIES  
St. Barbara:  Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday: 8:00 am 
St. Therese:  Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 8:00 am  
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
St. Barbara:  Vigil Mass: 7:00 pm; Holy Day Masses: 6:00                 
                       am, 8:00 am  
St. Therese:  8:00 am, 7:00 pm 
FIRST FRIDAY HOLY HOUR: St. Therese - 7:00 pm  
FIRST SATURDAY HEALING MASS: St. Barbara Chapel -  8:00 am                                                                             
CONFESSION 
St. Barbara: Saturday 4:15 - 4:45 pm or by appointment 
St. Therese:  By appointment  
THE ROSARY  
St. Barbara: The Rosary is prayed on Sunday at 5:30 a.m. 
before 6:00 am Mass. 

Pastor:                     Fr . Francis Li 
                                 FLi@StThereseChinatown.org 
Resident:        Fr. John Cuff 
          JCuff@maryknoll.org 
School Principal:    Ms. Lisa Deborah Oi 
                                  DOi@StThereseChicago.org 
Oper. Director:       Mr. Piotr  M. Wojtasik 
                                  pwojtasik@StBarbaraChicago.org 
Music Director:       Ms. Eva Mrgan 
                                  emrgan@StBarbaraChicago.org 
Parish Secretaries:  Ms. Dolores Becatti 
                                  dbecatti@StBarbaraChicago.org 
                                  Ms. Judy Lukwinski 
          jlukwinski@StBarbaraChicago.org  

St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta Parish 
St. Barbara Church 

2859 South Throop Street 
Chicago, Illinois  60608 

www.StBarbaraChicago.org  
           Rectory Phone:    (312) 842-7979 
           Rectory Fax:        (312) 842-7978 
           School Phone:      (312) 326-6243 
           School Fax:          (312) 842-7960 

St. Therese Church 
218 West Alexander Street 

Chicago, Illinois  60616 
www.sttheresechinatown.org  

 Rectory Phone:  (312) 842-6777 

 
 OFFICE HOURS:  Monday, and Wednesday:  8:00 am - 
4:00 pm and Friday: 9:00 am - Noon.  At the present time, the 
office is closed  on Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday. 
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