
 

St. Therese Chinese Catholic School starting a new school year  
on Monday, August 24, 2020.  

We are so excited to welcome all of our students back for the 20-21 school 
year. Whether thestudent is an in-person or remote learner, St. Therese 
School is committed to continuing ourrigorous award winning curriculum. 
Our teachers and staff members are busy getting ourcampuses ready to 
safely welcome back our students.  
In-person learning (5 days per week) starts on Monday, August 24. Our 
classrooms have beenreconfigured to ensure students are safely socially 
distanced throughout the school day. Ourschool is cleaned and disinfected 
throughout the day as well as other health safety practices perCDC recom-
mendations and other health authorities. Students enter and leave school 
byhomeroom or cohort group using a staggered schedule. Doing so reduces 
the chances andlimits the time students would be physically near other stu-
dents or staff who are not part of theirhomeroom or cohort group. Students 
remain in their homerooms to reduce the number ofpeople who are physical-
ly near students throughout the day. For example, teachers who are 
nothomeroom teachers will teach students in their homeroom/cohort. These 
and other proceduresprotect students and staff by minimizing any potential 
health risks.  
Remote learning starts on Tuesday, September 8 and is led by our St. 
Therese teachers andfollows our curriculum. K-8 students enrolled in our 
remote learning option have a wealth ofeducational resources, including a 
school-issued electronic device. Students are provided withrecorded lessons 
and educational materials that follow our rigorous award winning curricu-
lum.These resources can be quite valuable because students can replay 
recorded lessons to catchthings they might have missed earlier. Students 
also interact with teachers, staff, and otherstudents in a live format so stu-
dent’s individual needs can be better met. Our remote learningoption pro-
vides great opportunities for students to learn and is an excellent choice for 
many families.  
St. Therese Chinese Catholic School is still registering students in all grades 
for the 20-21school year. We are offering five days of in-person learning or 
remote learning. For moreinformation or to schedule a school tour, please 
email admissions@sttheresechicago.org.  
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    Who indeed is the victor over the world 
         but the one who believes  
         that Jesus is the Son of God? 
      — 1 John 5:5  
  



.  
United Center Vaccination Site Is Open   
The United Center mass vaccination site is currently open. 
Beginning April 19th, all adults 18 and over will be eligi-
ble to receive the vaccine.  
To reach the United Center Help Desk, call 312-746-4835. 
However, be prepared to call several times.  From those I 
have spoken to, the best time to call is in the late after-
noon.  The hours for the Help Desk are as follows:  Mon-
day-Saturday: 8:00 am to 8:00 pm; Sunday: 8:00 am to 
4:00 pm.    
Drive-through and walk-up options are available. Lan-
guage assistance is provided, and the United Center is ac-
cessible to people with disabilities.   
 
Cardinal Cupich’s Message Regarding the Vaccine    
Cardinal Cupich shared a message and resources from the 
Vatican's Dicastery for Human Development with the 
presbyterate regarding the COVID-19 vaccine. To high-
light a few key headlines:  
ο Catholics can receive whatever vaccine is of-       
      fered to them – Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson &  
     Johnson – with a clear conscience.  
ο We should be encouraged to take seriously our  
      moral responsibility to be vaccinated in view of  
      the connection between our personal health and  
      the public health.  
ο We should not fail to advocate for universal ac- 
      cessibility of vaccines as an important ethical  
      issue. 

 
Altar & Liturgical Sponsor 

 
Birthday Remembrance:   
Theresa Oleszkiewicz 

 
Requested by:   

6:00 AM Mass Attendees 

  
   Please pray for the repose of 

the soul of: 
 

REV. RAYMOND JASINSKI 
Associate Pastor of St. Barbara 

Church 1969  - 1972 

THOMAS AND THE DIVINE MERCY 
By Fr. John Cuff  

Every second Sunday of Easter, whether A, B, or C year, 
one Apostle gets special mention in the Gospels:  the 
Apostle Thomas.   He’s a rather interesting individual, but 
we know only a little about him except for a few brief 
mentions in the Gospels.  Unfortunately, somewhere along 
the line, he has picked up the reputation as a skeptic, or as 
a “doubting Thomas”.  But I wonder if Thomas really de-
serves the bad rap that he’s been given.  Perhaps he was 
simply a practical, forthright, no-nonsense individual who 
just said what he felt, similar to Nathaniel, another Apostle 
whom Jesus had commended for his “lack of guile.” 
 
For example, at the Last Supper, when Jesus reveals to the 
Apostles that he’s going away but that they will follow him 
later, it’s Thomas who asks the obvious:  “Lord, we don’t 
know where you are going; how can we know the way?” 
seemingly asking for a roadmap.  Another time, when the 
Apostles are fearful of returning to Jerusalem when Jesus 
asks them to, it’s Thomas who says, “Let us go to Jerusa-
lem, so that we can die with him.”  Does this sound like a 
doubter, someone who is trying to shirk his duty?  Hardly.  
And today when Thomas is absent when Christ appears to 
the others on that first Easter evening, some Bible scholars 
suggest that it was not because Thomas had chickened out 
or deserted, but rather because, after hearing Mary Magda-
lene’s announcement of Jesus’s resurrection that morning, 
he impetuously went out in search of Jesus.  Does this 
sound like Thomas was a coward or a doubter? 
 
We may never know why Thomas was absent that first 
Easter Sunday, but one thing is sure: Thomas was having a 
very bad week.  First of all, he had missed Jesus’ first ap-
pearance that the others had insisted had happened.  Sec-
ondly, he was unwilling to believe their testimony, so 
much so that he blurted out his demand for proof by touch-
ing Jesus’ wounds before he would believe.  Thus when 
Jesus does appear a week later, Thomas, after his initial 
rejoicing, must have felt totally guilty at his lack of faith, 
almost like another Judas.  But rather than condemn or re-
ject him, Christ gives him his personal attention and invites 
him to touch his hands and his side as he’d demanded to 
do.  We don’t know if Thomas ever did touch the wounds, 
but it’s at that moment that he personally experienced the 
divine mercy, conscious that God had forgiven his slow-
ness to believe the testimony of his brother Apostles. 
 
That’s why it’s appropriate to celebrate Divine Mercy Sun-
day on the same day we celebrate the Thomas story.  
Thomas was the first Apostle to directly experience God’s 
mercy to him in a personal way, and the first to openly pro-
claim, “My Lord and my God!”  True, Simon Peter had 
previously acknowledged Jesus “the Messiah, the Son of 
the Living God,” but his notion of the Messiah at that time 
was not quite correct since he was imagining a political 
messiah.  Thomas recognized Jesus as his Lord and God, 
and not just the Son of God, but God himself, because he 
had experienced the Divine Mercy personally.  That’s why 
the Thomas story fits in perfectly for Divine Mercy Sun-
day. 



 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK  
 

THANKS AND CONGRATULATIONS  
Thanks to all who helped with our Triduum celebrations! From decorating our churches to all liturgical minis-
ters, your participation made our celebrations so meaningful, orderly and prayerful. 
 
Congratulations to our newly baptized, confirmed, and first communicants: Rachael Hui, Rena Hui, Aaron 
Tang, Janet Groh, Larry Ho, QingHua Mao, Cheryl Sokolowski, and Alejandro Rodriguez. May the Risen 
Lord continue to bless them and may their new life in the Lord bring blessings, joy and hope to the Church. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FORMATION AND SERVICE  
Our parish had a wonderful Easter and it was good to have so many of our sisters and brothers celebrating 
with us in person. With the relaxed COVID guidelines and more people vaccinated, the Archdiocese updated 
its guidelines regarding the resumption of some of the liturgical practices, namely altar serving, ushering, and 
greeters. Our parish Liturgy Committee met last Monday and we discussed how we can help our ministers and 
parishioners safely return to in-person mass.  
 
 

 



 
In the next few weeks, we will be offering some formation opportunities — inviting new people to consider 
joining our ministries and reaching out to our current ministers. If you are interested in any of our liturgical 
ministries, please do not hesitate to speak with me or call our parish offices. Our plan is to continue to follow 
all safety covid procedures until Pentecost, when we will safely and orderly resume some of the liturgical 
practices. 
 

DIVINE MERCY PRAYER BY SAINT FAUSTINA  
 

O greatly Merciful God, Infinite Goodness, 
today all mankind calls out from the abyss 
of its misery to Your mercy---to Your compassion, 
O God; and it is with its mighty voice of misery that it cries out. 
Gracious God do not reject the prayer of this earth's exiles! 
O Lord, goodness beyond our understanding, 
Who are acquainted with our misery through and through, 
and know that by our own power 
we cannot ascend to You, 
we implore You; anticipate us with Your Grace 
and keep on increasing Your mercy in us, 
that we may faithfully do Your holy will 
all through our life and at death's hour. 
Let the omnipotence of Your mercy 
shield us from the darts of our salvation's enemies, 
that we may with confidence, 
as Your children await Your final coming 
- that day known to You alone. 
And we expect to obtain everything promised us 
by Jesus in spite of all our wretchedness. 
For Jesus is our Hope: 
Through His merciful Heart 
as through an open gate we pass through to heaven. 
 
Amen! 
 
Peace 
 
Fr. Francis 

          Report as of March 15, 2021  
     Campaign Goal:   $275,000 
     Total Pledged    $286,697* 
     Percent of Goal:      104.2% 
     Total Collected to Date  $146,232 
     60% Returned to St. Barbara $  88,099 
 
*   The total amount pledged has been reduced by   
     $5,000 due to the cancellation of a pledge. 
 



Congratulations to Aliyah Dioquino, Nolan Moy & Nich-
olas Lee, Priscilla Wang, Ghierra Garner, and Grace Chin 
& Justin Tai for becoming semi-finalists and receiving 
Gold Certification at the Illinois Junior Academy of Sci-
ence.  Additional congratulations to Nolan & Nicholas, 
Grace & Justin, and Priscilla for qualifying for the state 
fair!   

 
DE LA SALLE INSTITUTE  

ANNOUNCES HONOR ROLL  
De La Salle Institute is proud to announce that the 
following students from St. Mother Teresa of Calutta 
Parish have achieved honor roll status for the third 
quarter:  
St. Barbara School Alumni:  Samantha Brost,  
Valerie Brost, Ronald Cabrera, Natalie Feiwell,  
Jessica Groark, Leonardo Jimenez-Tovar, Krystin 
Ruiz, and Kelly Zotamba.  
St. Therese Chinese School Alumni:  Kailee Dingle 

 
MOUNT CARMEL HIGH SCHOOL 

ANNOUNCES HONOR ROLL 
 

Mount Carmel High School is proud to announce that 
the following students have achieved honor roll status 
for the second semester of the 2020-2021 school year:  
St. Barbara School Alumni:  
High Honors:  Eduardo Castaneda, Luis Castaneda  
Honors:  Dario Kwiatkowski Perez  
St. Therese Chinese School Alumni: 
 
High Honors:  Carlos Banks 

EASTER FAITH 
By Sister Caritas   

Have you ever experienced this?  You miss a family 
gathering and someone you wanted to see for a long-
time was there and you did not go.  Did you miss a 
meeting of a committee or group and a decision was 
made?  You were not a part of it because you were 
not there.  You felt left out.  
Today we have an Easter story.  Jesus appears to the 
Apostles and Thomas was not there.  All the other 
apostles saw Jesus alive and Thomas missed out.  
Thomas could not and would not believe that Jesus 
was alive.   He was still sad.  The others were joyful.  
He was on the outside of the experience.  Who had 
ever seen someone dead being alive?  A week later 
Thomas is with the other Apostles and Jesus appears 
again and tells Thomas to touch Him and believe.  
Jesus is alive.  Thomas believes!  “My Lord and My 
God”, Thomas responds.   
Do you believe Jesus is alive?  Does the belief that 
Jesus is risen make a difference in your faith life, in 
your daily life?  Reflecting on this wondrous mystery 
of our faith is at the center of the teachings of our 
faith.  When someone dies, does the belief that Jesus 
has overcome death become part of your mourning 
process?  Do you experience joy as you live faith 
knowing Jesus is alive?  Pray for the deepening grace 
of faith to touch you in a new way.  Can you see the 
Risen life of Jesus in your experiences?  Can you re-
spond like Thomas, “My Lord and My God”?  God 
will give the graces you ask for.  Thomas is an Easter 
model.  Jesus will lead us from doubt to deep faith.  
Be open!  Jesus is Alive!    



Saturday, April 10 - The Vigil of The Second Sunday 
               of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) 
  5:00 p.m. + Eugenia & Martin Becatti; Adamina and Jan
                                   Paterkiewicz (A Friend) 
 + Deacon Andy Brongiel (B. Glabicki) 
 Health Blessings: John Lyons (B. Glabicki) 
 Divine Mercy for All (C. Kisielente & Family) 
Sunday, April 11 - The Second Sunday of Easter 
                 (Divine Mercy Sunday) 
  6:00 a.m. + Therese Oleszkiewicz (Cliff & Arlene 
                 Whitehouse) 
 + Virginia Pienta (Jim & Barb Keslinke) 
                  + Birth. Rem.: Aniceto M. Saludo (Saludo 
         Family) 
  9:30 a.m. + Della Marzano (Rose LaVelle) 
 + Teresita Villafuerte Holcomb (Angelica,   
                                              Emmanuel & Jeremy King) 
 + Russell Lech (B. Glabicki) 
 + Ed Glabicki (Wife, B.) 
         + Sylvia Myers (St. Barbara Holy Name Soc.) 
Monday, April 12 - Easter Weekday 
  8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church 
Tuesday, April 13 - Easter Weekday; St. Martin I 
  8:00 a.m. + 6th Ann. Rem: Nick Koclanis (M. Korso) 
 + All Forgotten Souls in Purgatory (Dominic 
        Barbaro) 
 Birth. Blessings: Maria Salvacion D. Saludo 
               (Tita Inday)   
Wednesday, April 14 - Easter Weekday  
  8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church 
Thursday, April 15 - Easter Weekday 
   8:00 a.m. + Happy Heavenly Birthday: Dominic Barbaro 
       (Barbaro Family) 
Friday, April 16 - Easter Weekday 
   8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church 
Saturday, April 17 - Easter Weekday 
   8:00 a.m. Father’s Day Remembrance 
Saturday, April 17 - Vigil of the Third Sunday of 
              Easter 
  5:00 p.m. + Andrzej Zajac (Cliff & Arlene Whitehouse) 
                  + James Fockler (Sister-in-Law, Jane) 
 + Namesday: Aniceto M. Saludo (Saludo Family)
 + Birth. Rem.: Aniceta K. Galdo (Saludo Family) 
 + Leona Donato (Rose Stronczek) 
 Divine Mercy for All (C. Kisielente & Family) 
Sunday, April 18 - The Third Sunday of Easter  
  6:00 a.m. + Theresa Oleszkiewicz (Ruth & Dave 
                 Czarnecki) 
 + Fred Stronczek (Wife, Rose) 
 60th Birth. Blessings, Good Health & Happy                  
           Life: Edward Payton (Arleen Santos) 
  9:30 a.m. + 11th Ann. Rem.: Joe Kostecka (M. Korso) 
 + Teresita Villafuerte Holcomb (Angelica, 
     Emmanuel and Jeremy King) 
 + Ed & Estelle Barton (B. Glabicki) 

 
SATURDAY, APRIL 17TH  
Eucharistic Minister:  L. Raya 
Lector:   Sr. K. McNulty, osf   
SUNDAY, APRIL 18TH  
6:00 a.m.  
Eucharistic Minister:  J. Balasa 
Lector:   J. Bertucci  
9:30 a.m.  
Eucharistic Minister:  A. Alonzo 
Lector:  L. Szczepanski  

 
LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

For those unable to attend Mass due to illness or for those who do 
not have access to the internet, please be sure to watch the Mass 
on television:   

Cardinal Cupich Mass from  
Holy Name Cathedral 

ABC-TV Channel 7 - Chicago 
Sunday Mass:   9:30 am                     

Mercy Home - Sunday Mass at 9:30 am 
WGN- TV Channel 9 - Chicago 

Sunday Mass:   9:30 am 

Collection - Week of April 3rd - 4th 

Sunday Envelopes   $   1,079.00   
Mailed-in Collection           250.00   
Total Weekly Collection    $   1,329.00    
Second Collection - Maintenance. $      192.00  
March Give Central Donations $   1,966.00  
Easter Collection - Envelopes  $   4,675.00   
Easter Collection - Loose  $      554.00    
     $   5,229.00 
Mailed-in Easter Collection          403.00  
Total Easter Collection (to date) $   5.632.00     
Weekly Budget:   $   2,200.00  
July 1st to Present (Budgeted) $ 88,000.00  
July 1st to Present (Actual)  $ 63,297.66 
 

Electronic giving through GiveCentral.org is the 
safe and secure way to make your weekly donations 
to St. Barbara.  Donate via credit card or electronic 
check (ACH).  Sign up by visiting St. Barbara’s home 
WEB page and follow the prompts. 



Baptisms: Parents must be registered practicing parishioners 
and attend a baptismal preparation session before a baptism will 
be scheduled.  Call the rectory office for further information.  
Communion Calls:  Please contact the Rectory when someone 
who is homebound or in the hospital wishes a visit to receive 
Holy Communion or the Sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick.  The Anointing of the Sick is for anyone seriously sick and 
not only for those near death.  
Ministry of Care: Eucharistic Ministers are available to visit, 
pray with, and bring Holy Communion to those who are sick 
and unable to attend Mass.  Notify the Parish Office when this 
service is needed.  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a program for anyone 
inquiring and seeking information about entering the Catholic 
faith.  
Weddings:  Weddings need to be scheduled at least six months 
in advance.  Couples are reminded to secure the Church date 
before the reception hall. 

Please pray for those homebound, hospitalized and in need of continued prayers: 
Amalia Agins, Austin Agins, Bernadette Agins, Joyce Agins, Stephen Agins, Mary Aguirre, Debbie Annerino, Walter Annerino, 
Amy Averet, Kimberly Babe, Geraldine Baldwin, Tony Baressi, Judith Beaudry, Christine Bertucci, Joseph ‘Joey’ Bertucci, Lonnie 
& Theresa Bertucci-Falls, Jennifer Bond, Fr. Michael Bowler, Jeff Bowman, Andrea Brongiel, Mary Camarda, Anthony Capone Sr., 
Laverne Connolly, Tim Consola, Joe Cruz, Patti Cuchetto, Paul DeGrazia, Henry Diaz DeLeon, Kathy Egle, Nenita Feliciano, Jerry 
Felske, Minnie Ford, Bill Frank, Darlene Frost, Harold Frost, Paul Gadomski, Ray Gadomski, Lily Ann Galloway, John Gasca, 
Cheryl Lynn Gilhooly, Bernadette Glabicki, Ed Glos, Pat Grieco, Koen Guest, Wally Gusich, Jose P. Gutierrez, Kellar Harris, 
Lynette Heidemann, Jasmine Henson, Barbara Herr, Denise Holland, Gwen Holub, Morris Humphrey, Michaeline Hunter, Ted 
Hunter, Suzanne Ivester, Jennifer Janson, Chester Jendryczka, Dr. Joe, John Kaput, Dorothy Kawalerski, Rose Kisielowski, Anna 
Kolendo, Janice Kutansky, Craig Labudda, Ken Labudda, Sunny Labudda, Baby Kinsley Paige Leschinsky, Kiera Litwin, Lenny 
Loretto, Richard Lyznicki, Nancy Mallory, John Mangan, Kayle Marth, Paul Martinez, Bill Marczuk, Zena Masi, Maria Mawgwi, 
Lil’ Joe Michalak, Cindy Moore, Dr. Mike, Cydney Muti, Stephanie Nicks, Ann Njeru, Deacon Jack O’Leary, Allison Pakula, 
Virginia Pakula, Eva Castillion Parcon, Josie Petkus, Michael Petruck, Theresa Pickens, Dolores Pienta, Mitchell Pienta, Ellen 
Pietrzak, Beverly Pirelli, Ray Polakowski, Robert Potter, James Pzarek, Barbara Rekar, Josephine Richardson, Sandra Rios, Joel 
Rivera, Jose Rodriguez, Jose C. Rodriguez, Mila Rolon, Dolly Roti,  Ellen Ryan, Therese Ryndak, Maria Saludo, Laverne Scianna, 
Kennedy Shepski, Adeline Skokal, Raymond Smolinski, Gary Solverson, Sharon Solverson, Rosalie Spalla, Diane Spata, Joanne 
Stewart, Lauren Stronczek, Rose Stronczek, Robert Synal, Baby Zachary Synal, Emily Rose Thomas, Norbert Trojanowski, Bill 
Ufferman, Dolores Ufferman, Dave Ulczycki, George Vanderford Sr., George Vanderford Jr., Juan Vargas, Joyce Vogt, Ava 
Walczak, Sadie Walker, Barbara & Bill Webb, Sylvia Wiertel, Madison Young, Eugene & John Zabek, Evelyn Zaleski, Virginia 
Zawacki, Irene Zima 

MASS SCHEDULE 
WEEKEND LITURGIES 
St. Barbara: Saturday:  5:00 pm; Sunday: 6:00am, 9:30 am   
St. Therese: Mandarin Mass on the 2nd Saturday of the          
      month at 4:00 pm followed by Bible sharing and food.     
      Sunday:   8:00 am, 10:30 am; and Mandarin    
      Mass on the 4th Sunday of each month at 12:30 p.m. 

 

WEEKDAY LITURGIES  
St. Barbara:  Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday: 8:00 am 
St. Therese:  Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 8:00 am  
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
St. Barbara:  Vigil Mass: 7:00 pm; Holy Day Masses: 6:00                 
                       am, 8:00 am  
St. Therese:  8:00 am, 7:00 pm 
FIRST FRIDAY HOLY HOUR: St. Therese - 7:00 pm  
FIRST SATURDAY HEALING MASS: St. Barbara Chapel -  8:00 am                                                                             
CONFESSION 
St. Barbara: Saturday 4:15 - 4:45 pm or by appointment 
St. Therese:  By appointment  
THE ROSARY  
St. Barbara: The Rosary is prayed on Sunday at 5:30 a.m. 
before 6:00 am Mass. 

Pastor:                     Fr . Francis Li 
                                 FLi@StThereseChinatown.org 
Resident:        Fr. John Cuff 
          JCuff@maryknoll.org 
School Principal:    Ms. Lisa Deborah Oi 
                                  DOi@StThereseChicago.org 
Oper. Director:       Mr. Piotr  M. Wojtasik 
                                  pwojtasik@StBarbaraChicago.org 
Music Director:       Ms. Eva Mrgan 
                                  emrgan@StBarbaraChicago.org 
Parish Secretaries:  Ms. Dolores Becatti 
                                  dbecatti@StBarbaraChicago.org 
                                  Ms. Judy Lukwinski 
          jlukwinski@StBarbaraChicago.org  

St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta Parish 
St. Barbara Church 

2859 South Throop Street 
Chicago, Illinois  60608 

www.StBarbaraChicago.org  
           Rectory Phone:    (312) 842-7979 
           Rectory Fax:        (312) 842-7978 
           School Phone:      (312) 326-6243 
           School Fax:          (312) 842-7960 

St. Therese Church 
218 West Alexander Street 

Chicago, Illinois  60616 
www.sttheresechinatown.org  

 Rectory Phone:  (312) 842-6777 

 
 OFFICE HOURS:  Monday, and Wednesday:  8:00 am - 
4:00 pm and Friday: 9:00 am - Noon.  At the present time, the 
office is closed  on Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday. 
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