
 

St. Therese Chinese Catholic School starting a new school year  
on Monday, August 24, 2020.  

We are so excited to welcome all of our students back for the 20-21 school 
year. Whether thestudent is an in-person or remote learner, St. Therese 
School is committed to continuing ourrigorous award winning curriculum. 
Our teachers and staff members are busy getting ourcampuses ready to 
safely welcome back our students.  
In-person learning (5 days per week) starts on Monday, August 24. Our 
classrooms have beenreconfigured to ensure students are safely socially 
distanced throughout the school day. Ourschool is cleaned and disinfected 
throughout the day as well as other health safety practices perCDC recom-
mendations and other health authorities. Students enter and leave school 
byhomeroom or cohort group using a staggered schedule. Doing so reduces 
the chances andlimits the time students would be physically near other stu-
dents or staff who are not part of theirhomeroom or cohort group. Students 
remain in their homerooms to reduce the number ofpeople who are physical-
ly near students throughout the day. For example, teachers who are 
nothomeroom teachers will teach students in their homeroom/cohort. These 
and other proceduresprotect students and staff by minimizing any potential 
health risks.  
Remote learning starts on Tuesday, September 8 and is led by our St. 
Therese teachers andfollows our curriculum. K-8 students enrolled in our 
remote learning option have a wealth ofeducational resources, including a 
school-issued electronic device. Students are provided withrecorded lessons 
and educational materials that follow our rigorous award winning curricu-
lum.These resources can be quite valuable because students can replay 
recorded lessons to catchthings they might have missed earlier. Students 
also interact with teachers, staff, and otherstudents in a live format so stu-
dent’s individual needs can be better met. Our remote learningoption pro-
vides great opportunities for students to learn and is an excellent choice for 
many families.  
St. Therese Chinese Catholic School is still registering students in all grades 
for the 20-21school year. We are offering five days of in-person learning or 
remote learning. For moreinformation or to schedule a school tour, please 
email admissions@sttheresechicago.org.  
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 Your ways, O LORD, make known  
  to me; 
 teach me your paths. 
      — Psalm 25:4 



Regulations for Lenten Sacrifice  
All Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence from meat 

for Catholics over 14.  
Ash Wednesday (Feb. 17) and Good Friday (April 2) 

are days of fasting and abstinence for Catholics be-
tween the ages of 18 and 59.  Fasting means taking 
only one full meal and two smaller meals that, taken 
together, do not equal one full meal.  

Throughout Lent, Catholics are especially encouraged 
to perform voluntary acts of penance. 

 
Stations of the Cross on Fridays at 7pm during Lent  
Due to COVID-19, no Living Stations of the Cross are per-
mitted this year. Also due to projected low attendance and 
lack of volunteers to disinfect our Churches during week 
days, we will rotate the Stations of the Cross between our 
two Worship Sites this Lent. Please make a note of the 
schedule below and consider joining us for this powerful 
devotion:  
Feb. 19th, March 5th, and March 19th at St. Therese Church  
Feb. 26th, March 12th, and March 26th at St. Barbara Church 
 
Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowl  
Each Lent, Catholic families across the country unite to put 
their faith into action through prayer, fasting and almsgiv-
ing. Through CRS Rice Bowl, families learn about how our 
sisters and brothers across the globe overcome hardships 
like hunger and malnutrition and how, through Lenten 
alms, we have the power to make the world a better place 
for all.    
Our parish will once again participate in the CRS Rice 
Bowl this Lent. Rice Bowls will be available for you to 
pick up on the weekend of the First Sunday of Lent after 
all masses. You may return the rice bowls on the weekends 
of March 20th and 21st and March 27th and 28th.  
You may donate online at : CRS Rice Bowl | A Catholic 
Program for Lent 
 
Missalettes  
We are sorry, but missalettes are no longer available.  If 
you are interested in accessing the Mass readings and pray-
ers, here are two websites where they are available.  
EWTN - Global Catholic Network:  https://
www.ewtn.com/catholicism/daily-readings  
USCCB - United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: 
https://bible.usccb.org/  
Some apps you can also access:  
• Universalis 
• iMissal 
• EWTN 

Safety Reminder 
 
With the recent reports of the increasing COVID-19 in-
fection rates in Chicago, we would like to remind you all 
to continue to observe all CDC and Archdiocese COVID-
19 guidelines in all of our facilities:  
 Wearing a mask fully covering your mouth and nose 
 Practicing social distancing 
 Washing your hands as often as possible 
 Avoiding large group gatherings  
Let’s do our best to keep ourselves and each other safe 
and healthy; and let’s continue to pray for an end to the 
pandemic and for God’s healing power upon all sufferers.  
Thank YOU for your cooperation and for being super cau-
tious. 
 
Join us on Facebook  
Our parish has a new Facebook page and it is https://
www.facebook.com/StMotherTeresaParish.  Please like 
us and follow us for parish events. 
 
Praying the Rosary  
St. Mother Teresa loved praying the rosary and taught her 
sisters to love this wonderful devotion too.  She taught 
that our fervent praying of the rosary is a very special 
way for us to contemplate with our Heavenly Mother the 
mysteries of Jesus’ life that she shared so fully. Yes, we 
must always be very faithful and never give up praying 
the Rosary.  
Our parish offers the following regular opportunities to 
pray the rosary together:  
     1. 5:30am on Sundays at St. Barbara Church 
     2. 5pm on Mondays with Sisters of the Missionaries                    
         of Charity at St. Therese Church 
     3. 2:30pm on Tuesdays in Mandarin on Zoom 
     4. 7pm on Wednesdays in English on Zoom 
     5. First Friday of the Month at 7pm at St. Therese    
         Church  
Please email Jing Zhang for the Mandarin Zoom infor-
mation at jzsttherese@gmail.com or contact Perry Lau via 
our parish offices at 312-842-7979 or 312-842-6777 for 
the English Zoom information. 
 
Bible Sharing  
Our parish offers bi-weekly Mandarin and weekly Can-
tonese Bible Sharing on Zoom during this pandemic. All 
are welcome to join. For the Mandarin group, please 
email Jing Zhang for the Zoom information at 
jzsttherese@gmail.com or contact John Lin via our parish 
offices at 312-842-7979 or 312-842-6777 for the Canton-
ese Zoom information 
 
Future Donations to St. Barbara Church  
Please make all checks payable to St. Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta Parish.  This includes weekly collections, 
mass stipends, candle money, etc.  
 
 



 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK  
 

THANKS  
Thanks to Sharon Wong for leading our Lunar New Year planning and celebration and to all who helped with 
decoration and liturgical ministries. It was wonderful to see many families participating with the presentation 
of the gifts and prayer of the faithful. Even with all COVID regulations, our celebration brought our commu-
nity together in unity, faith and hope.   
Thanks to all who helped with decorating our two Worship Sites for Lent. 



A JOURNEY OF CONVERSION  
Once again we find ourselves in this Lenten season of penance and hope. The ashes we received on Ash 
Wednesday remind us of our call to “repent and believe in the Good News.” We do so especially by prayers, 
fasting and alms giving.   
Pope Francis in his 2021 Lenten message invites all Christians to renew our faith, hope and charity during 
Lent amid this pandemic.  Faith calls us to believe that Jesus is the truth and we are the bearers of the truth. 
Hope invites us to be reconciled with our God and to be hope for others. Pope Francis explained that, in order 
to give hope to others, it is sometimes enough simply to be kind, to be “willing to set everything else aside 
in order to show interest, to give the gift of a smile, to speak a word of encouragement, to listen amid gen-
eral indifference” (Fratelli Tutti, 224). Charity refocuses us to the needs of others.  
Our faith, hope and love can be stronger through our Lenten spiritual exercises, namely prayer, fasting and 
charitable work. The following insights from Pope Francis on each of these three dimensions can be help-
ful to us.   

Through recollection and silent prayer, hope is given to us as inspiration and interior light,  
illuminating the challenges and choices we face in our mission. Hence the need to pray  
(cf. Mt 6:6) and, in secret, to encounter the Father of tender love.  
Fasting helps us to love God and our neighbor, inasmuch as love, as Saint Thomas Aquinas 
teaches, is a movement outwards that focuses our attention on others and considers them as  
one with ourselves (cf. Fratelli Tutti, 93).  
Love rejoices in seeing others grow. Hence it suffers when others are anguished, lonely, sick,  
homeless, despised or in need. Love is a leap of the heart; it brings us out of ourselves and  
creates bonds of sharing and communion.  

Lent is a journey of conversion and it leads us to renewed life, hope and love. Let’s take this season seriously 
for the good of our spiritual life as well as of our brothers and sisters. 
 
Peace 
  
Fr. Francis 



ST. THERESE CHINESE NEW YEAR BENEFIT 
 

St. Therese Chinese Catholic School has decided to postpone our annual Chinese New Year Benefit unƟl May.  Howev-
er, for the month of February, we have partnered with businesses in our community to support those who have been 
struggling due to the pandemic.  Please consider purchasing giŌ cards from these businesses who conƟnue to support 
our school and parish.  

 JESUS’ TEMPTATION AND OURS  
By Fr. John Cuff 

  
Each year on the first Sunday of Lent, the Gospel speaks of Christ’s being tempted by the Devil.  It happens 
immediately after His baptism by John the Baptist in the Jordan.  No sooner has Jesus received a mission at His 
Baptism than He’s stumbling around in the desert alone, with the Devil as His wily companion.  So no one of 
us is immune, not even Jesus.  As the poet said: “First heaven opened up and God smiled, then hell opened up 
and Satan laughed.”  It’s strangely fascinating, and somewhat comforting, to see that this happens to the Son of 
God.  He is truly divinity in the flesh – yet He wasn’t isolated and immunized from the real world.  Which 
means that His being tempted gives us real hope and strength, that He is truly one of us.  
 
In today’s Gospel there is nothing accidental in Jesus’ encounter with the Devil.  The Spirit of God led the Son 
of God into the desert.  This was an event that had to happen.  As it unfolds we need to understand two things.  
Firstly, the desert was a place away from people.  The Son of God was alone in His temptations.  He had no 
help, no support, no encouragement from family or friends.  Satan had Him one on one.  Secondly, the terrible 
hunger which resulted from a forty-day fast left the Son of God at His weakest point.  Famished and alone, the 
Son of God faced his greatest trial.  It was all part of God’s plan.  This test of Jesus’ will had to take place at 
His weakest moment.  If He withstood the test, He would be able to withstand all other tests.  It had to be this 
way and God could not protect His Son from these trials.  
As we see Jesus being tempted in this way, we’re shocked by the brazenness of the Devil.  If Satan is brazen 
enough to tempt even the Son of God, then we can be sure that he will have no hesitation in tempting us.  Eve-
ry follower of Christ will face temptation – and Satan will make sure that the temptation arises when we are at 
our greatest vulnerability.  Like the story of the young man who became a Christian on Sunday and lost his job 
the following week; which resulted in the statement that he was not coming back to church because God had let 
him down.  That’s an example of Satan catching us when we are most vulnerable.  
 
To think Satan will spare us is a mistake.  We’re all in a war between good and evil.  Satan knows no mercy; 
but beware, sadly he does take prisoners.  But every soldier has the duty to escape capture and return to the bat-
tle.  The Devil will attack us when we’re alone and vulnerable and tempt us.  So this Lent, let’s outsmart him.  
Let’s plan a Lenten strategy to remain on our guard, by knowing well our weak points, strengthening our de-
fenses, and being ready for action.  Only when we can finally say with Jesus “Begone, Satan!” will we be vic-
torious and the enemy vanquished. 



 
Saturday, February 20 - The Vigil of the First Sunday 
          of Lent 
  5:00 p.m. + 2nd Ann.: Edward Lenicky (Dee) 
 Divine Mercy for All (C. Kisielente & Family) 
Sunday, February 21 - The First Sunday of Lent 
  6:00 a.m. + George Joseph Petraski, III (Sam Abedrubbo 
                                                                              & Family) 
  9:30 a.m. + 15th Ann.: Eugenia (Jean) Becatti (Dolores) 
 + Teresita Villafuerte Holcomb (Angelica,   
                                              Emmanuel & Jeremy King) 
Monday, February 22 - The Chair of St. Peter the 
        Apostle 
  8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church  
Tuesday, February 23 - Lenten Weekday; St. Polycarp 
  8:00 a.m. Health Blessings: Rivera Sr. Family  
                                                         (Guadalupe Cervantes)  
Wednesday, February 24 - Lenten Weekday 
  8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church 
Thursday, February 25 - Lenten Weekday 
  8:00 a.m. + Stanley Slotarski (Family) 
Friday, February 26 - Lenten Weekday 
  8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Therese Church 
Saturday, February 27 - Lenten Weekday 
  8:00 a.m. All Souls’ Remembrance  
Saturday, February 27 - Vigil of The Second Sunday 
         of  Lent 
  5:00 p.m. Health Blessings: Rivera Jr. Family (Guadalupe 
                                                                             Cervantes) 
        Divine Mercy for All (C. Kisielente & Family) 
Sunday, February 28 - The Third Sunday of Lent 
  6:00 a.m. + The Mezydlo Family:  John, Genevieve, 
                      Genevieve (Jean), Aloysius and Eleanore 
  9:30 a.m. + Teresita Villafuerte Holcomb (Angelica,   
                                              Emmanuel & Jeremy King) 
            + John Bialek, Sr. (Margie Mezaitis) 
 + Mary Diaz DeLeon (Family) 

 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27TH  
5:00 p.m.  
Eucharistic Minister:  E. Raya or L. Raya 
Lector:   Eljay Raya  
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH  
6:00 a.m.  
Eucharistic Minister:  S. Guest 
Lector:   J. Bertucci  
9:30 a.m.  
Eucharistic Minister:  H. Alonzo or A. Alonzo 
Lector:  L. Szczepanski 
 

 
LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

For those unable to attend Mass due to illness or for those 
who do not have access to the internet, please be sure to 
watch the Mass on television:   

Cardinal Cupich Mass from  
Holy Name Cathedral 

ABC-TV Channel 7 - Chicago 
Sunday Mass:   9:30 am                    

Year–Round  
Mercy Home - Sunday Mass at 9:30 am 

WGN- TV Channel 9 - Chicago 

Collection - Week of February 13th - 14th 

ATTEND MASS ONLINE  
The Archdiocese of Chicago broadcasts Masses from Holy 
Name Cathedral every Sunday in English, Spanish and Polish.  
The Masses are available on the YouTube channel:  
youtube.com/catholic Chicago. 

Sunday Envelopes   $      532.25 
Sunday Loose    $        96.00        
Total Church Collection    $      628.25 
Mailed-in Collection   $        49.00   
Total Collection   $      677.25   
Second Collection - Utility  $      137.00 
Second Collection - Maintenance $        16.00 
   
Weekly Budget:   $   2,200.00 
 
July 1st to Present (Budgeted) $ 72,600.00  
July 1st to Present (Actual)  $ 52,455.66 

Electronic giving through GiveCentral.org is the safe 
and secure way to make your weekly donations to St. 
Barbara.  Donate via credit card or electronic check 
(ACH).  Sign up by visiting St. Barbara’s home 
WEB page and follow the prompts. 



Baptisms: Parents must be registered practicing parishioners 
and attend a baptismal preparation session before a baptism will 
be scheduled.  Call the rectory office for further information.  
Communion Calls:  Please contact the Rectory when someone 
who is homebound or in the hospital wishes a visit to receive 
Holy Communion or the Sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick.  The Anointing of the Sick is for anyone seriously sick and 
not only for those near death.  
Ministry of Care: Eucharistic Ministers are available to visit, 
pray with, and bring Holy Communion to those who are sick 
and unable to attend Mass.  Notify the Parish Office when this 
service is needed.  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a program for anyone 
inquiring and seeking information about entering the Catholic 
faith.  
Weddings:  Weddings need to be scheduled at least six months 
in advance.  Couples are reminded to secure the Church date 
before the reception hall. 

Please pray for those homebound, hospitalized and in need of continued prayers: 
Amalia Agins, Austin Agins, Bernadette Agins, Joyce Agins, Stephen Agins, Mary Aguirre, Debbie Annerino, Walter Annerino, 
Amy Averet, Kimberly Babe, Geraldine Baldwin, Tony Baressi, Judith Beaudry, Christine Bertucci, Joseph ‘Joey’ Bertucci, Lonnie 
& Theresa Bertucci-Falls, Jennifer Bond, Fr. Michael Bowler, Jeff Bowman, Andrea Brongiel, Mary Camarda, Anthony Capone Sr., 
Laverne Connolly, Tim Consola, Joe Cruz, Patti Cuchetto, Paul DeGrazia, Henry Diaz DeLeon, Kathy Egle, Nenita Feliciano, Jerry 
Felske, Minnie Ford, Bill Frank, Darlene Frost, Harold Frost, Paul Gadomski, Ray Gadomski, Lily Ann Galloway, John Gasca, 
Cheryl Lynn Gilhooly, Bernadette Glabicki, Ed Glos, Pat Grieco, Koen Guest, Jose P. Gutierrez, Sheila Hansen, Kellar Harris, 
Lynette Heidemann, Jasmine Henson, Barbara Herr, Denise Holland, Gwen Holub, Morris Humphrey, Michaeline Hunter, Ted 
Hunter, Suzanne Ivester, Jennifer Janson, Chester Jendryczka, Dr. Joe, John Kaput, Dorothy Kawalerski, Rose Kisielowski, Stanley 
Kiwala, Anna Kolendo, Janice Kutansky, Craig Labudda, Ken Labudda, Sunny Labudda, Baby Kinsley Paige Leschinsky, Kiera 
Litwin, Lenny Loretto, Richard Lyznicki, Nancy Mallory, John Mangan, Kayle Marth, Paul Martinez, Bill Marczuk, Zena Masi, 
Maria Mawgwi, Lil’ Joe Michalak, Cindy Moore, Dr. Mike, Cydney Muti, Stephanie Nicks, Ann Njeru, Deacon Jack O’Leary, 
Theresa Oleszkiewicz, Allison Pakula, Virginia Pakula, Eva Castillion Parcon, Josie Petkus, Michael Petruck, Theresa Pickens, 
Dolores Pienta, Mitchell Pienta, Ellen Pietrzak, Beverly Pirelli, Ray Polakowski, Robert Potter, James Pzarek, Barbara Rekar, 
Josephine Richardson, Sandra Rios, Joel Rivera, Jose Rodriguez, Jose C. Rodriguez, Mila Rolon, Dolly Roti,  Ellen Ryan, Therese 
Ryndak, Patricia Sacony, Maria Saludo, Laverne Scianna, Kennedy Shepski, Adeline Skokal, Raymond Smolinski, Gary Solverson, 
Sharon Solverson, Rosalie Spalla, Diane Spata, Joanne Stewart, Lauren Stronczek, Rose Stronczek, Robert Synal, Baby Zachary 
Synal, Emily Rose Thomas, Norbert Trojanowski, Bill Ufferman, Dolores Ufferman, Dave Ulczycki, George Vanderford Sr., 
George Vanderford Jr., Juan Vargas, Joyce Vogt, Ava Walczak, Sadie Walker, Barbara & Bill Webb, Sylvia Wiertel, Madison 
Young, Eugene & John Zabek, Evelyn Zaleski, Virginia Zawacki, Irene Zima 

MASS SCHEDULE 
WEEKEND LITURGIES 
St. Barbara: Saturday:  5:00 pm; Sunday: 6:00am, 9:30 am   
St. Therese: Mandarin Mass on the 2nd Saturday of the          
      month at 4:00 pm followed by Bible sharing and food.     
      Sunday:   8:00 am, 10:30 am; and Mandarin    
      Mass on the 4th Sunday of each month at 12:30 p.m. 

 

WEEKDAY LITURGIES  
St. Barbara:  Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday: 8:00 am 
St. Therese:  Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 8:00 am  
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
St. Barbara:  Vigil Mass: 7:00 pm; Holy Day Masses: 6:00                 
                       am, 8:00 am  
St. Therese:  8:00 am, 7:00 pm 
FIRST FRIDAY HOLY HOUR: St. Therese - 7:00 pm  
FIRST SATURDAY HEALING MASS: St. Barbara Chapel -  8:00 am                                                                             
CONFESSION 
St. Barbara: Saturday 4:15 - 4:45 pm or by appointment 
St. Therese:  By appointment  
THE ROSARY  
St. Barbara: The Rosary is prayed on Sunday at 5:30 a.m. 
before 6:00 am Mass. 

Pastor:                     Fr . Francis Li 
                                 FLi@StThereseChinatown.org 
Resident:        Fr. John Cuff 
          JCuff@maryknoll.org 
School Principal:    Ms. Lisa Deborah Oi 
                                  DOi@StThereseChicago.org 
Oper. Director:       Mr. Piotr  M. Wojtasik 
                                  pwojtasik@StBarbaraChicago.org 
Music Director:       Ms. Eva Mrgan 
                                  emrgan@StBarbaraChicago.org 
Parish Secretaries:  Ms. Dolores Becatti 
                                  dbecatti@StBarbaraChicago.org 
                                  Ms. Judy Lukwinski 
          jlukwinski@StBarbaraChicago.org  

St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta Parish 
St. Barbara Church 

2859 South Throop Street 
Chicago, Illinois  60608 

www.StBarbaraChicago.org  
           Rectory Phone:    (312) 842-7979 
           Rectory Fax:        (312) 842-7978 
           School Phone:      (312) 326-6243 
           School Fax:          (312) 842-7960 

St. Therese Church 
218 West Alexander Street 

Chicago, Illinois  60616 
www.sttheresechinatown.org  

 Rectory Phone:  (312) 842-6777 

 
 OFFICE HOURS:  Monday, and Wednesday:  8:00 am - 
4:00 pm and Friday: 9:00 am - Noon.  At the present time, the 
office is closed  on Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday. 
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